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DCP DRAWS NEAR
|t sounds
great —the
real problem
IS money

OANBERRA — With the De-
ence Capability Review
heading for Cabinet deci-
sion, thedefence debatefo cuseson
thefuture ADF: aforcethat defends
Australiaandtheimmedi ateregion,
orthe" expeditionary” force that can
takepartinUS-ledcoali tionoper a
tions across the whole of Asia.

Politi cal speculationisthatthere
isdi vi sionbetween PrimeMinister
John Howard and hisDefence Min
ister Senator Robert Hill (also the
influential leader in the Senate),
with Hill on the side of the big bat-
talions.

Some of the contributions over
the past week or so open up new op-
tions. Hugh White, at the Australian
StrategicPolicy Indti tute,ina piece
inTheAustralianFinancial Review
high lighted the need for more Fed-
eral Police—"soft force” rather than
the deadly force the military is
trainedtoapply. Thisisanextension
of the argument for an Australian
Coast Guard, asweareex pensively
misap ply ing “hard force” for what
isbasi callyapolicingfunction.

TheAustralianDefenceAssoci a
tion says the DCP is the wrong end
of the problem. What is redly
neededisanhonest strategicreview,
anew WhitePaper.
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An artist depicts Lockheed Martin’s concept for an
unmanned USairship that will fly a sur veil lance mission
last ing for months at 60,000 feet. Just the thing for
Australia’ s surveillance needs?

‘ LM movesinto airship busness

A KRON-TheMissileDefense
Agency has awarded Lockheed
Mar tina$40mil liondesignand
riskreductioncontract for thead
vancedtechnol ogy conceptdemon
strationtodeliver ahighal ti tude
air ship (HAA) prototypein 2006.

Theprototypeair shipwill be
about 500 feet long, 160 feet in di-
ameter and haveavol umeof 5.2
mil lioncubicfeet, about 25 times
larger than blimps.

Al Bar ber, VP at the Lockheed
MartinMaritime Systems& Sen
sors(MS2) facil i tiesin Akron says
theair shipwill carrydiffer ent
payloadsandprovide
mult-imissioncapabilities.

TheMissileDefense Agency’'s
per for mancegoalsincludesus-
tained op er ationsfor one month
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at 65,000 feet whileproviding 10
kilowatts of power to a two-tonne
payload. Theprototypewill dem
on strate sta tion-keeping and au
tonomousflightcontral. .

Work will be per formed at
Lockheed Mar tin’ sfacil i tiesin Ak
ron, thecentreof USlighter-
than-air devel opment. Itsexisting
air shipfactory, called the Airdock,
is1,175 feet long, 325 feet wide
and 211 feet high.

The Lockheed Mar tinteamin-
cludesLM busi nessunitsin Cal i-
for nia, Col orado, Marylandand
Vir ginia, and SratComInter na-
tional LLC, Keedysville, MD.

While the main pur poseisto
developahigh-flying,solar-

Lheed Matin Aken image
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powered remote-controlledair ship
to moni tor USbor dersand scanthe
hori zonfor missiles, it couldalsobe
usedtomoni tor combat zonesover-

Thecontract in cludesa $50 mil-
lionoptiontobuild one.

Last year, NORAD pro posed
stationing 10 shipsto cover Amer-
ica’ shorders.

The Coast Guard and customs
agentsal ready useradar on
low-altitudeteth ered bal loonsto

scan for drug smug glers. The Navy
discontinueditsblimpprogramin
1962.

Lockheed Mar tin Airdock,
wherethe blimp isto be de vel oped,
was once the site of mass pro duc
tionof Navy sur veil lanceair ships
dur ing World War I1.

Seas.
DCP, from Page 1

Sev eral of theoptionsinthe DCP

havetrick led out.
e TheArmy isto get new tanks—or
more hopefully refurbished, older
mod elsrather than the com plex US
M1A/B Abrams, with thirsty
gas-turbine engines and reported
reli abil ity problemsinlrag. Morein
the ADFs league are the
refurbished German-made L eopard
2s, ap par ently sur plustoWehr macht
requirements and much cheaper to
buy and run.

(Incidentally, we were sceptical
about thevalueof tanksintheregion
until weread achroni cle of the de-
ployment of armour in Vietnam.
When the creaking and completely
unsuitable Centurions were with-
drawn prematurely,the Army took
casualties that could have been
avoided.)

e TheF-11lsareto stay asthe main
strike arm, which is common sense,
de spitethe cam pai gn waged agai nst
them.

e The Navy's air-defence ships
may be post poned. If these have an
Aegis-like, anti-missile capability
they would play an essential roleas
pat of the eement in the

requirement to defend national
assets such as the Northwest ges
structures — valuable because of
their presenceonstation.

« A bhigger, better-equipped Army
(aiming at deploy ing both abri gade
and abat tal ion group with back-up
forces to support and rotate them);
new high-capability ships for the
Navy; new aircraft for the RAAF
(presumably the JSF will dome
down the line some day), including
more Wedgetails and recon+
naissance assets, such as Globa
Hawks. All these plus more should
beinareal isticDCP.

Butthelimitwon’ t becapabil ity;
it will be financial. Estimates sug-
gest the Defence black hole is a -
ready about $12 bil lion through this
decade. But any government’s sur-
vival instinct isto pour money down
the vote-winning health and wel fare
sink, which al ready soaksup most of
the funds and keeps demanding
more.

Not that sav ingscan’t be madein
Defence. In its latest issue, the
ADA'’s Defender magazine makes
thispoint initscom mentson (yet an
other) shake-upin Defenceprocure
ment.

“Morethanoneinfivepublicser-
vants in the now mainly of-

fice-bound department is a
pur portedlieutenant col onel equiva
lent or higher. In Canberra aone
there are about as many of these pur
ported lieutenant colonel equiva
lents as there are commanders,
lieutenant colonels and wing comt
mand ersintheentire ADF.

“The large and complex Depart
ment of Defence that has resulted
hasfrustratedsuccessiveMinisters.
It has also frustrated most members
of the ADFtired of beingregu larly
scapegoated for theresultinglack of
accountability and ensuing bureau
craticfail ures.

“Even more insidioudly, the cor
rectrelationship of the Government
toitsprinci pal mil i tary advisershas
been progressively smothered in
self-serving and self-perpetuating
bureaucraticprocesses....

“What is really requiredisare
turn to first principles concerning
civil politi cal control of the military
andthecor rect delineationbetween
military professional and depart
mental administrative tasks. Even
thedi archy should not besacrosanct
from review. After all, no other
country has a Department of De
fence struc tured like ours - and for a
very good reason.” John
Stackhouse

—

SpaceShip aims
at centenary flight

NEW YORK — Burt Rutan’s pri -
vately built, manned space shipison
track, possibly for an inaugural
flight on December 17, the 100th ar+
niversary of the birth of aviation,
Newsweek reports.

The magazine reveals the first
test of SpaceShipOneinthe Mojave

Desert was not as smooth and un-
event ful asthe HeadsUp re port last
week sug gested.

After the drop from a mother
plane at about 45,000 fest, it plum-
meted out of control, rolling over
twiceandfall ing 11,000 feet before
test pi lot Mike Mél ville could wres-
tle the unpowered air craft out of its
dive

“You expect anomalies when
testing out radical designs,” Rutan
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toldNewsweek.

Rutan’ sSpace Compositesisaim
ingtowinaUS$10mil lion purse, set
asidefor thefirst manned space ship.

The task is depart Earth, fly to
more than 100,000ft, return and be
ready for a second flight within a
fortnight.

Rutan, of course, designed and
built the Voyager, which Dick Rutan
and Jeana Yeager flew non-stop,
around the world.



SYDNEY— RAN pocket war ship
HMAS Hawkesburyreturnedfrom
a three-month tour on duty with
Operation Helpem Frenin Sol o-
mon I slands—thefirst de ploy ment
for the new coastal mine hunt ers.

Hawkesburyprovidedsecurity,
logisticandgeneral supporttothe
par tici patingpoliceforcesofthe
Regional AssistanceMission. The
ship’smaintask wasembarking
policeforceoffi cerstovisitvil-
lages.

Al thoughaminehunter,
Hawkesbury was flexi bleand ca-
pableintheseduties. Hereworks
resultedinthecol lection of 333
weap ons and mor e than 1800
roundsof ammuni tiondur ingthe
gun amnesty.

Hawkesbury wasalsoin volved
inhumani tar ianaidsupport, mar i
timesur veil lanceandboarding,
mar i timetransport, searchandres

What a blast! The
crater left when
Hawkesbury's
experts* neutral -
ised” amine
(ADF image)

“1 outlyingislandto

trans port a gravelyill
baby and its mother to
ahospi tal onthemain

cues, medivacs, dis posal of dan-
ger ousordnance, beachlandings,

air field sur veysand other sup port
tasks.

Ononeoccasion in bad
weather, Hawkesbury found and
rescuedsix Sol omon|slandfisher
menafter their canoehad over-
turned, just af ter adashtoan

island.

Themineclear anceex pertson
board wer e al so kept busy de stroy
ing 750ki logramsof ord nanceas
well asneutral ising aWorld War 11
seamineholding 300 ki lo grams of
highexplosives, making safear eas
which had threat ened thelo cal
fishingpopulationfor years.

Toothfish ‘poacher’ escorted to WA

PERTH —Caught a leg edly poach-
ing patagonian toothfish, the
Uruguanan- flagged Viarsa 1 was
brought into Fremantlewith aNavy
crew. has arrived in the Western
Australianport.

Commander Paul Bart |ett said the
Navy board ers stayed mainly within
the fish-production areaand slept on
the con veyor belt “which was quite
comfortable—attimes”’.

Viarsa 1 was the quarry in a
21-day chase involving Austraian,
British and South Africanauthori-
ties. South Af ri can shipswereable
to halt her on the high seas, after
Australian Customsmaintained hot
pursuit.

Customsof fi cersfi nally boarded
her in the South Atlantic and their
vessel, Southern Supporter, spent
thelast monthescortingtheViarsato
Fremantle.

Viarsa 1 has about 85 tonnes of
patagonian toothfish on board, val -
ued at more than $1 million. The
Federal Minister for Fisheries lan
Mac Don ald saysthefishwill befor-

feitedtotheAustralianGovernment
to besold by tender.

It is aleged the crew was seen
tak ingthecatchfromthe Australian
fishing zone near the Heard and Mc-
Donaldislands.

The 40 crew, mainly Uru guayan,
Chilean and Spanishnationads, will
bequestioned beforeany chargesare
laid.

“The pro ceeds from the fish sale
will go to allay some of the enor-
mous cost of this chase,” MacDon
ad said. “It has been a very
expensive exercise involving not
only our own peo ple but aswell the
South Af ri cansandtheUnited King
domfishery protectionoffi cers.

“We are particularly grateful to
both South Af ricaand the UK.

Customs Minister Chris Ellison
saysprotectionof Australianwaters
has not been neglected during the
chaseand subsequent escort.

“We ve had unarmed and armed
patrols, we anticipate continuing
sur vell lancein the South ern Ocean,
but we'renot going to flag what sort
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Parramatta |V
joinsthe fleet

SYDNEY—The Royal Austra
lian Navy' snewest frigate HMAS
Parramattawascommissioned
intoser viceatatradi tional cer e
mony at Gar den I sland. HMAS
Parramatta is the fifth of eight
Anzac classfrig ates to be com
missioned into the navy’ sfleet.

Thecaptain, Com mander Mt
chael Noonan, saysthereisa
centuryof historyassoci atedwith
the ship.

“Parramattal wasliter allythe
first ship of our navy,” he said.
“Beinghereal most 100 years
later,commissioning Parramatta
1V, isverysignificant.

“Thisisthe90th an ni ver sary
of thefirst Australian Navy Fleet
entryintoSydneyHar bour.”

of patrolswe'll beengagingin,” he
said. “But our role in the Southemn
Oceanwill continue.”



W ASHINGTON - Given Boe-
ing'sprob lemsto get its B-767
tanker leasepastcongressional
scrutiny, Europe sEADSIspush
ing ahead vig or ously withitsri val
systembased on the A330. It saysit
isinvesting morethan $80mil lion
of companyfundingindevel oping
technol ogyandsystemstoposition
itasastrong competi tor for theUS
Air Force' sfutureaerial tanker
moder ni sationrequirements.
Thecommitmentincludes$83
mil lionfor thedesign, manufacture
and test ing of an ad vanced
centreline refuel lingboomthatin
cor poratesfly-by-wirecontrolsand
a high-volumefuel transfer flow.
Aprototypeboom,tobe
mounted un der the aft fu selage of
an Airbus A330 tanker, isbeing de-
vel oped by EADSMil i tary Trans
port Divi soninMadridand will
be completed for ground-based
eval uationsonatestrignext year,

EADS movesfagt on A330 tanker

to befol lowed by flight test ing.

Rafael Acedo, VPresident EADS
Militarytransportair craftdivision
and Ralph Crosby, chair man of
EADSNorth Amer ica, saysAirbus
isaggressivelypur suingtheFuture
Srategic Tanker Aircraft (FSTA)
for the United King dom.

“Inthe US we have made clear
to Air Forceauthor i tiesthat wein
tendtocompeteaggressivelyfor
all futuretanker buys—acommit
ment which has been ac knowl -
edged and sup ported by the Air
Force,” they said.

The A330 mili tarytanker will be
equippedwiththreerefud ling
points: the boomin stalled un der
thefuselage, and a pod lo cated un
der each wing with probe-and-
droguesystemsthat areunreeledin
flight.

Theboomwill op er atewith

fly-by-wirecontrolsandredundant
power sup plyandactuationsys-
tems, ensur ingprecise,accurate
posi tioningandfuel transfer, as
well asahighdegreeof redun-
dancy.

The boomisto bere motely con-
trolledbyanoper ator ataflight
deck consolethat featuresa
3-dimensional viewing system. Al
most four tonnes of fuel will be
transferred per minuteviathe
boom.

PresentingtheAirbusmili tary
commit ment, Airbus North Amer
icasaidtheGer manand Canadian
air forces uses A310s as trans-
ports, with four Luftwaffe and two
RCAF A310sto be con verted into
tankers.

TheAirbusMil i tary Companyis
alsodevel opingitsA400M
multi-role airlifter.

Hawker buys
Sydney Jet
Charter

SYDNEY - Hawker Pacific has
acquiredoneof Australia sleading
air craft management and char ter op-
erations, Sydney Jet Charter (for-
merly Combined Aviation
Services).

Hawker Pacific CEO Alan Smith
said the acquisition rounded out
HP sser vicerangein Syd ney.

“The acquisition of Sydney J&
Charter [follows] our successful
re-establishment of an FBO pres-
ence at Kingsford Smith,” he said.

“Itrepresentsanex cd lentfitin

termsof Hawker Pacific' scorebusi-
ness — aircraft sales and mainte
nancere pair and over haul —and we
areconfi dent that it will assist usin
identifying market opportunities
anddrivinggrowth.

“Charteroperationsrepresentan
additional business development
channel forus.”

Smith said the com bined Syd ney
Jet Charter and FBO operations
would be run by GM of the FBO,
Douglas Hendry, who is aready
overseeing the majorrefurbishment
of theMascotfacil ity.

Hendry said the new combined
Sydney operation would alow
Hawker Pacific to of fer its custom
ers a comprehensive,integratedso-
lutionforbusi nessavi ation.

“By com bining two high qual ity
busi nessesand draw ing on Hawker
Pacific's outstanding maintenance
repair and overdl capabilities we
will ensure that existing customer
relationships are not only main-
tained but im proved,” he said.

“Thisisan other step to wardspe
si tioning Hawker Pacificasthecen
tre for excellence for business
aviation.”

Hendry saidtheoper ationhas16
pi lotsand 10 air craft from twin pis-
tonsto busi nessjets.

It providesa24/7 ser vicefor all
business and corporate travel and
medivac.

All Syd ney Jet Char ter staff will
be retained including chief pilat,
Wal Gascoigne.
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W ASHINGTON—-UQM Tech not
ogies, adevel oper of al ter nativeen
ergy systems says it has
successfully completed test and
evaluations of a fleet of four
XM1124hybridelectrichighmobit
ity multi-purpose wheeled vehicles
(HE HMMWV) produced by PEI
Electronics, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Integrated Defense Tech
nologies.

Thetestswereunder sub contract
to AM General Corporation, the
prime contractor for the HMMWV,
and the ProgramMan ager for Light
Tacti cal Vehi clesatthe Army’ sTank
Automotive and Armaments Com-
mand.

IDT-PEI built and sup ported the
hybridelectricvehi clesthroughout
the 14-month evaluation period at
multiple sites, from Arizona to
Alaska.

The testingrep resentedthefirst
controlled and autonomous field
testing ever con ducted by the Army
onmul ti plehybridelectricvehicles
withoutdirectindustryinvolvement.

The vehicles ccumulated more
than 6000 miles of road cour se test
ing and more than 600 hours of
off-board power generationtesting.

Thecompany claims:
 Fuel effi ciency per for manceim
prove ments of greater than 30 per-

Hybrid Hummer passesteds
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UQM’sHy brid Hummer with 100hp electricmotorson
each wheel (UQM image). To read the notes on the
pic ture, scalethispage up to 120-140 per cent.

centover theconventional vehi cle
(48 per cent at GVW).

» Generationandexpor tationof
30kwWof mobileelectric power.

» C-130air craftcompati bil ity
with astandard Army shel ter in-
stalled asa pay load.

“The Army can leverage hybrid
electrictech nol ogy not only for ad
vanced power trains and their fuel
economy benefits, but also as mo-
bile power and en ergy man agement

systemsfor cur rentandnextgener a
tion weapon and sup port systemre
quirements,” thecompaniessay.
UQM Technol ogiesisdevel oping
products for the alternative energy
sector including power systems for
electric, hybridelectricandfuel cell
electricvehi cles, 42-volt under-the-
hood power accessories and other
vehicle auxiliaries and distributed
power gener ationappli cations.

USfighters stalk
civil airliners
\W ASHINGTON — US fighter pi-

lotspractiseshootingdownairliners
sev eral times aweek to steel them-
selvesagainst anat ural hesi tationto
kill ci vil iansand are“well pre pared
todothis’ if thereisan other Septem-

ber 11-style attack, said Air Force
Gen era Ralph Eberhart.

He is more worried that pilots
may be“trig ger hesi tant” than“trig-
ger happy” if giventheor der to shoot
downabhi jacked air liner.

“We have long discussions with
people to see if they are mentdly
prepared to do this — pi lotsand (air
defence) operators,” Eberhart said.

“Y ouknow, you' reup behindthis
airplane that has hundreds of inne
cent peo ple—men, women, chil dren,
inno cent—andnow you' vebeentold
to shoot it down.

“We prac tisethissev eral timesa
week — whether it's an airplane
shooting down an arplane or air
defencesystemsinthenational capi-
tal shootingdownanair plane.”
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AMSTERDAM — Air France, Eu-
rope ssecond-biggest air line, will
take over the fourth-ranked and
85-year-old Dutch KLM in a €784
million all-stock deal that will cre-
ateEurope’ shiggestair linecom

Theair lines said the merger will
cut costsand en hancerev enuesto
helpthembat tleover capacityand
competitionfromno-frillscarriers.

Alitalia may join later.

The merger will bring KLM into
SyTeam, theglobal air lineal li-
ancethat in cludes Air France,
Deltaand Alitalia.

Thisislikely to lead to KLM's
USpart ners, Northwest and Confti-

Air Franceto swallow KLM

nental, joining at a later date, aF
lowing SkyTeamto over take the
oneworldal li anceled by BA and
Amer i canAir linesandchal lenge
thebigger Sar Al li ancegrouping,
led by Lufthansa and United.

Air France chair man Jean-Cyril
Soinettaforecast €600 mil lionin
annual long-termmerger ben efits
and said no lay offs were planned.

Someanalystssay Air France's
offer —a 40-percent pre mium over
themar ket’ sclosing price—wastoo
rich. They say savingswill belim
ited by plansto continueoper ating
asseparatebrandedentities.

Aviationindustrymergers
have proved elu sivein the past,
partlybecauseof bi lat eral agree
mentsbetweengovernments
whichdictatewhichair linescan
flywhereoninter national routes.

To prevent KLM fromlosing
itslandingrights, Dutchenti ties
will holdamajor ity of voting
rights for the next three years.

Air France-KLM will leap frog
British Air waysto be come Eu
rope slargestair lineinterms of
traffic, and would be the world's
number threecar rier behind
Amer i canAir linesand Delta.

Onya Murph!
[t’sawinner

W ASHINGTON - The inventor
of Murphy’s Law has won an
IgNobel prize. Anengi neeringprize
from the science humourmagazine

Annals of Improbable Research
went to now-dead Air Force Captain
Edward Murphy, Air Force doctor
John Paul Stapp, and George
Nichols, who in 1949 came up with
Murphy’sLaw —"If any thing can go
wrong, it will.”

The chemistry prize went to

Y ukio Hirose of Kanazawa Uni ver
sity in Japan for his study of a
bronze statue that failsto at tract pr
geons.

Australian physicists get an
award for a project measuring the
force needed to drag sheep across
dry ground.
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LANGKAWI —Malaysia' sdash
toincreasedefencespendingand
moderniseitsarmedforces
through equipment pur chases
drew many of the big arms sup pli-
erstothebi-annual inter national
air and na val show last week..
Thelong-awaited $1 bil lion
pur chase of up to 18 F/A-18E/F
Super Hor netsfrom Boeing was
not an nounced at the Langkawi In-
ter national Mar i timeand Aere
nauti cal (LIMA) show—and the
feeling was that it won't hap pen
until PrimeMinister Mahathir
Mohamad retiresthismonth.
Mabhathir isde scribed as“ still
undecided” ,following the US-led
invasionof Irag, al though hewent
ahead with a $900 mil lion pur
chase of 18 Russian Sukhoi
-30MKs last month.
DefenceMinister NajibAbdul
Razak would say only “ in good
time” when asked about Boeing.
Morethan 600 compa niesfrom
25countries,includingBoeing,
Lockheed-Martin, Thales and
EADSexhibitedthe LIMA show.

Langkaw afeather for Mahathir

LIMAisa per sonal enthusiasm
of the PM, who has a villa on the
resort island where the event takes
place.

Najib was pre pared to sign 12
dealswithseveral countries.

Malaysiainrecentyearshasre
vived the re-armament stalled by
the1997-98 Asianfi nancial crisis,
allocatingUS$2.8bil lionor 10
per cent of itsfive-year devel op.
ment bud get ondefence.

Among major pur chasesso far
are the Sukhois and three French
sub marinesworth up to€1.04 bil-
lion.

Europeans eye
Asia ship deals

LANGKAWI —AEuropeanship-
building consor tiumcouldbe
formed as early as 2005 to com-

pete with USfirmsin naval mar-
kets, ac cordingto Alain Bovis, MD

of Armaris.

Armarisisthemar ket ing armof
state-owned DCN Inter national, the
mainnaval contractor for France,
and Thales SA, one of the world's
largestdefenceelectronicsfirms.

Formed last year to take over
thecommer cial functionsof itstwo
shareholders, Armarismar ketsdie
sel submarines, frigatesandthe
electroniccombat systems.

Bovispredictedthefrag mented
Europeanindustry, withtoomany
small play erschasing too few cus-
tomers, would lead tothecreation
of amar i timeequivalent of theEu
ropeanAeronauticDefence&
Soace Co NV.

Bovisidenti fied DCN, Thales,
Germany' sHDW and Thyssen
Krupp, It aly’ sFincantierri and
Alenia, and Spain’s |zar as likely
partners.

Europe sother bigwar ship
buildersincludeBritain' SBAE Sys
tems Plc and VT Group Plc.

into a joint venture agreementwith
Bofors to manufacture and distrib
utetheguns, hesaid.

Retiring Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad invited Swed-
ishfirmstouseMalay siaasaspring
board to market their products to
Southeast Asia

wreck of thenuclear-powered subma
rine K-159 which sank last month in
the Barents Sea, drown ing nine. The
navy chief Vladi mir Kuroyedov said:
“We will not leave a nuclear object
ly ing on the sea bed, even though its
condition does not pose any threat
and our ex pertsdid not detect any ra-
dioactivepol lution.” Kuroyedov said
as quoted by the Interfax news
agency.

No details on the meth ods of the
sub’'s retrieval and companies in
volved were set as yet, Kuroyedov
added.

Boforsplans
SEA base

K UALA LUMPUR — Bofors De-
fence plansto set up are gional man-

ufacturinganddistri butioncentrein
Malaysia for its naval gunsystems,
DefenceMinister Ngjib Razak said.

The former Swiss gun maker,
now Swed ish-owned, will set up the
centrein Lumut, navy basein northr
ern Perak.

Penang Ship Building Construc
tion. and Naval Dock yardwill enter

Russiatoraise
nuclear hulk

M oscow - Russiawill raisethe
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NEW ORLEANS - The FAA is
eval uatingvideocamerason com
mer cial flights to moni tor pi lotsand
passen gersand get an early warn
ing of hijackingsor other trou ble.

Boeing demonstratedasatel lite
systemintwo test flightsearly this
year, using a 737, with seven cam
eras, showingthe cock pit and
cabin.

Pi lotsop posecamerasin cock
pitsasaninfringe ment of their aw
thority. Passenger advocateswant
camerastopreventter roristacts.

TheFAA'sfo cusispurelyon
whether thetech nol ogy would af
fect air safety.

Onecamerashowed thepi lots
frombe hind, onewasinfirst class
and the oth ers showed the rest of
thepassenger area. Ground moni-

US pilots oppose candid cameras

torscan choosea camerato view
by touching a computer screen.

Thecity of Denver usesasimi lar
video systemtomoni tor part of its
publictransit system. For more
than ade cade, the FAA hascon sid
eredvar i ousplansto put video
camerasinair craft. In 2000, the
National Transpor tation Safety
Board wanted flight deck cameras
for crashinvesti gators.

Thepro posal wasdropped af ter
stiffopposition from pi lots, who
werecon cerned that camerascould
leadtoadi lutionof pi lots’ control
over deci sionsmadedur ingflights.
Pi lotsground staff could misinter-
pretvideoimagesand giveor ders
basedonincompleteinfor mation.

SingAir gets
cabin video

SINGAPORE - Asasecurity
precaution,all SngaporeAir lines
air craftwill havesur veil lance
camerasjust out sidethe cock pit
from No vem ber to view the cabin.
SngaporeAir linesanditsSlk
Air subsidiary haveal readyin
stalledbul let-proofreinforced
cock pit doorsand use sky mar-
shals armed with stun guns.
Sngaporesteppedupsecurity
af ter the September 11 hi jackat
tacksandtight ened it again af ter
last October’ sBali bombblasts.

Spain to design
Fastship freighter

M ADRID - Fastship, a US com-
pany devel oping adoor-to-door, US
to Europe maritimecargotransport
project, has signed an agreement
with Spain’s|ZAR yardsfor afeasi-
bility study of the ships and their
construction at alater stage.

Completion of the Darwin rail -
way and the opportunity to speed
freight from Asiato Australiamakes
theproject of Australianinterest.

Fastship will use high-speed
ships between Philadelphia and
Cher bourg, ableto deliver cargo al-
most asfast asair transport at 50 per-
cent of the cost.

The first phase is for an in-depth
anal y sisof theproject, puttingl ZAR
in charge of the revi sionof thede
signinordertoopti mise the tech not
ogy.

Once the feasibility of the con
cept hasbeenverified, IZARwill be
in charge of the construction of the
ships. During the first phase IZAR
will build three containerships, with
the possibility of a fourth, with a
length of 265 metres and a speed of

40 knots, driven by Rolls Royce gas
turbines.

The sched ulecallsfor acrossing
from Phil adel phiato Cher bourgin
anav er age92hours.

Fastship part nersincludeBPMa
rine, Cargolux, Cherbourg Port,
CDC IXIS, CP Ships, Greenwich
Terminals, International Develop
ment Projects, JPMor gan, L ockheed
Martin Corporation, Rolls Royce,
TTS Marine, aswell asIZAR.
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HELP US TO HELP AUSTRALIA’S

g DEFENCE

Foundedin1975,the AustraliaDefence Association (ADA)isAustralia’sonlyinde
pend entand non-partisan com mu nity watch dog and ‘think-tank’ on national secu-
rity issues. We need your help to keep public debate honest, realistic, balanced

www.ada.asn.au

and, not least of all, pub lic.

HeadsUp 280 —Page 8


http://www.ada.asn.au

