
DCP DRAWS NEAR
It sounds
great – the
real prob lem
is money

CANBERRA – With the De -
fence Ca pa bil ity Re view
head ing for Cab i net de ci -

sion, the de fence de bate fo cuses on
the fu ture ADF: a force that de fends
Aus tra lia and the im me di ate re gion,
or the “ex pe di tion ary” force that can 
take part in US-led co ali tion op er a -
tions across the whole of Asia.

Po lit i cal spec u la tion is that there
is di vi sion be tween Prime Min is ter
John Howard and his De fence Min -
is ter Sen a tor Rob ert Hill (also the
in flu en tial leader in the Sen ate),
with Hill on the side of the big bat -
tal ions.

Some of the con tri bu tions over
the past week or so open up new op -
tions. Hugh White, at the Aus tra lian
Stra te gic Pol icy In sti tute, in a piece
in The Aus tra lian Fi nan cial Re view, 
high lighted the need for more Fed -
eral Po lice – “soft force” rather than
the deadly force the mil i tary is
trained to ap ply. This is an ex ten sion 
of the ar gu ment for an Aus tra lian
Coast Guard, as we are ex pen sively
mis ap ply ing “hard force” for what
is ba si cally a po lic ing func tion.

The Aus tra lian De fence As so ci a -
tion says the DCP is the wrong end
of the prob lem. What is re ally
needed is an hon est stra te gic re view, 
a new White Pa per.
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AKRON – The Mis sile De fense
Agency has awarded Lockheed
Mar tin a $40 mil lion de sign and
risk re duc tion con tract for the ad -
vanced tech nol ogy con cept dem on -
stra tion to de liver a high al ti tude
air ship (HAA) pro to type in 2006.

The pro to type air ship will be
about 500 feet long, 160 feet in di -
am e ter and have a vol ume of 5.2
mil lion cu bic feet, about 25 times
larger than blimps.

Al Bar ber, VP at the Lockheed
Mar tin Mar i time Sys tems & Sen -
sors (MS2) fa cil i ties in Ak ron says
the air ship will carry dif fer ent
pay loads and pro vide
mult-imission ca pa bil i ties.

The Mis sile De fense Agency’s
per for mance goals in clude sus -
tained op er a tions for one month

at 65,000 feet while pro vid ing 10
ki lo watts of power to a two-tonne
pay load. The pro to type will dem -
on strate sta tion-keeping and au -
ton o mous flight con trol. .

Work will be per formed at
Lockheed Mar tin’s fa cil i ties in Ak -
ron, the cen tre of US lighter-
than-air de vel op ment. Its ex ist ing
air ship fac tory, called the Airdock, 
is 1,175 feet long, 325 feet wide
and 211 feet high.

The Lockheed Mar tin team in -
cludes LM busi ness units in Cal i -
for nia, Col o rado, Mary land and
Vir ginia, and StratCom In ter na -
tional LLC, Keedysville, MD.

While the main pur pose is to
de velop a high-flying,so lar-
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An artist depicts Lockheed Martin’s concept for an
unmanned US airship that will fly a sur veil lance mis sion
last ing for months at 60,000 feet. Just the thing for
Australia’s surveillance needs? 

LM moves into air ship busi ness

Airship, to Page 2



Space Ship aims
at cen te nary flight
NEW YORK – Burt Rutan’s pri -
vately built, manned space ship is on
track, pos si bly for an in au gu ral
flight on De cem ber 17, the 100th an -
ni ver sary of the birth of avi a tion,
Newsweek re ports.

The mag a zine re veals the first
test of SpaceShipOne in the Mojave

Desert was not as smooth and un -
event ful as the HeadsUp re port last
week sug gested.

Af ter the drop from a mother
plane at about 45,000 feet, it plum -
meted out of con trol, roll ing over
twice and fall ing 11,000 feet be fore
test pi lot Mike Mel ville could wres -
tle the unpowered air craft out of its
dive.

“You ex pect anom a lies when
test ing out rad i cal de signs,” Rutan

told Newsweek.
Rutan’s Space Com pos ites is aim -

ing to win a US$10 mil lion purse, set
aside for the first manned space ship.

The task is de part Earth, fly to
more than 100,000ft, re turn and be
ready for a sec ond flight within a
fort night.

Rutan, of course, de signed and
built the Voy ager, which Dick Rutan
and Jeana Yeager flew non-stop,
around the world.
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pow ered re mote-controlled air ship
to mon i tor US bor ders and scan the
ho ri zon for mis siles, it could also be 
used to mon i tor com bat zones over -
seas.

The con tract in cludes a $50 mil -
lion op tion to build one.

Last year, NORAD pro posed
sta tion ing 10 ships to cover Amer -
ica’s bor ders.

The Coast Guard and cus toms
agents al ready use ra dar on
low-altitude teth ered bal loons to

scan for drug smug glers. The Navy 
dis con tin ued its blimp pro gram in
1962.

Lockheed Mar tin Airdock,
where the blimp is to be de vel oped, 
was once the site of mass pro duc -
tion of Navy sur veil lance air ships
dur ing World War II.

Airship, from P1

Sev eral of the op tions in the DCP
have trick led out.
• The Army is to get new tanks – or
more hope fully re fur bished, older
mod els rather than the com plex US
M1A/B Abrams, with thirsty
gas-turbine en gines and re ported
re li abil ity prob lems in Iraq. More in
the ADF’s league are the
re fur bished Ger man-made Leop ard
2s, ap par ently sur plus to Wehrmacht
re quire ments and much cheaper to
buy and run.

(In ci dentally, we were sceptical
about the value of tanks in the re gion 
un til we read a chron i cle of the de -
ploy ment of ar mour in Viet nam.
When the creak ing and com pletely
un suit able Cen tu rions were with -
drawn pre ma turely, the Army took
ca su al ties that could have been
avoided.)
• The F-111s are to stay as the main
strike arm, which is common sense,
de spite the cam paign waged against
them.
• The Navy’s air-defence ships
may be post poned. If these have an
Aegis-like, anti-missile ca pa bil ity
they would play an es sen tial role as
part of the el e ment in the

re quire ment to de fend na tional
as sets such as the North west gas
struc tures – valu able be cause of
their pres ence on sta tion.
• A big ger, better-equipped Army
(aim ing at de ploy ing both a bri gade
and a bat tal ion group with back-up
forces to sup port and ro tate them);
new high-capability ships for the
Navy; new air craft for the RAAF
(pre sum ably the JSF will dome
down the line some day), in clud ing
more Wedgetails and re con -
nais sance as sets, such as Global
Hawks. All these plus more should
be in a re al is tic DCP.

But the limit won’t be ca pa bil ity;
it will be fi nan cial. Es ti mates sug -
gest the De fence black hole is al -
ready about $12 bil lion through this
de cade. But any gov ern ment’s sur -
vival in stinct is to pour money down
the vote-winning health and wel fare
sink, which al ready soaks up most of 
the funds and keeps de mand ing
more.

Not that sav ings can’t be made in
De fence. In its lat est is sue, the
ADA’s De fender mag a zine makes
this point in its com ments on (yet an -
other) shake-up in De fence pro cure -
ment.

“More than one in five pub lic ser -
vants in the now mainly of -

fice-bound de part ment is a
pur ported lieu ten ant col o nel equiv a -
lent or higher. In Can berra alone
there are about as many of these pur -
ported lieu ten ant col o nel equiv a -
lents as there are com mand ers,
lieu ten ant col o nels and wing com -
mand ers in the en tire ADF.

“The large and com plex De part -
ment of De fence that has re sulted
has frus trated suc ces sive Min is ters.
It has also frus trated most mem bers
of the ADF tired of be ing reg u larly
scapegoated for the re sult ing lack of
ac count abil ity and en su ing bu reau -
cratic fail ures.

“Even more in sid i ously, the cor -
rect re la tion ship of the Gov ern ment
to its prin ci pal mil i tary ad vis ers has
been pro gres sively smoth ered in
self-serving and self-perpetuating
bu reau cratic pro cesses. . . .

“What is re ally re quired is a re -
turn to first prin ci ples con cern ing
civil po lit i cal con trol of the mil i tary
and the cor rect de lin ea tion be tween
mil i tary pro fes sional and de part -
men tal ad min is tra tive tasks. Even
the di archy should not be sac ro sanct
from re view. Af ter all, no other
coun try has a De part ment of De -
fence struc tured like ours - and for a
very good rea son.” – John
Stackhouse
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PERTH – Caught al leg edly poach -
ing patagonian toothfish, the
Uruguanan- flagged Viarsa 1 was
brought into Fre man tle with a Navy
crew. has ar rived in the West ern
Aus tra lian port.

Com mander Paul Bart lett said the 
Navy board ers stayed mainly within
the fish-production area and slept on
the con veyor belt “which was quite
com fort able – at times”.

Viarsa 1 was the quarry in a
21-day chase in volv ing Aus tra lian,
Brit ish and South Af ri can au thor i -
ties. South Af ri can ships were able
to halt her on the high seas, af ter
Australian Cus toms main tained hot
pur suit.

Cus toms of fi cers fi nally boarded
her in the South At lan tic and their
ves sel, South ern Sup porter, spent
the last month es cort ing the Viarsa to 
Fre man tle.

Viarsa 1 has about 85 tonnes of
patagonian toothfish on board, val -
ued at more than $1 mil lion. The
Fed eral Min is ter for Fish eries Ian
Mac Don ald says the fish will be for -

feited to the Aus tra lian Gov ern ment
to be sold by ten der.

It is al leged the crew was seen
tak ing the catch from the Aus tra lian
fish ing zone near the Heard and Mc -
Don ald is lands.

The 40 crew, mainly Uru guayan,
Chil ean and Span ish na tion als, will
be ques tioned be fore any charges are 
laid.

“The pro ceeds from the fish sale
will go to al lay some of the enor -
mous cost of this chase,” Mac Don -
ald said. “It has been a very
ex pen sive ex er cise in volv ing not
only our own peo ple but as well the
South Af ri cans and the United King -
dom fish ery pro tec tion of fi cers.

“We are par tic u larly grate ful to
both South Af rica and the UK.

Cus toms Min is ter Chris Ellison
says pro tec tion of Aus tra lian wa ters
has not been ne glected dur ing the
chase and sub se quent es cort.

“We’ve had un armed and armed
pa trols, we an tic i pate con tin u ing
sur veil lance in the South ern Ocean,
but we’re not go ing to flag what sort

of pa trols we’ll be en gag ing in,” he
said. “But our role in the South ern
Ocean will con tinue.” 
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SYDNEY – RAN pocket war ship
HMAS Hawkesbury re turned from
a three-month tour on duty with
Op er a tion Helpem Fren in Sol o -
mon Is lands – the first de ploy ment
for the new coastal mine hunt ers.

Hawkesbury pro vided se cu rity,
lo gis tic and gen eral sup port to the
par tic i pat ing po lice forces of the
Re gional As sis tance Mis sion. The
ship’s main task was em bark ing
po lice force of fi cers to visit vil -
lages. 

Al though a mine hunter,
Hawkesbury was flex i ble and ca -
pa ble in these du ties. Here works
re sulted in the col lec tion of 333
weap ons and more than 1800
rounds of am mu ni tion dur ing the
gun am nesty. 

Hawkesbury was also in volved
in hu man i tar ian aid sup port, mar i -
time sur veil lance and board ing,
mar i time trans port, search and res -

cues, medivacs, dis posal of dan -
ger ous ord nance, beach land ings,
air field sur veys and other sup port
tasks.

On one oc ca sion in bad
weather, Hawkesbury found and
res cued six Sol o mon Is land fish er -
men af ter their ca noe had over -
turned, just af ter a dash to an

out ly ing is land to
trans port a gravely ill
baby and its mother to
a hos pi tal on the main
is land.

The mine clear ance ex perts on
board were also kept busy de stroy -
ing 750 ki lo grams of ord nance as
well as neu tral is ing a World War II 
sea mine hold ing 300 ki lo grams of
high ex plo sives, mak ing safe ar eas
which had threat ened the lo cal
fish ing pop u la tion for years.

Hawkesbury home from Solomons

Parramatta IV
joins the fleet
SYDNEY – The Royal Aus tra -
lian Navy’s new est frig ate HMAS 
Parramatta was com mis sioned
into ser vice at a tra di tional cer e -
mony at Gar den Is land. HMAS
Parramatta is the fifth of eight
Anzac class frig ates to be com -
mis sioned into the navy’s fleet.

The cap tain, Com mander Mi -
chael Noonan, says there is a
cen tury of his tory as so ci ated with 
the ship.

“Parramatta I was lit er ally the 
first ship of our navy,” he said.
“Be ing here al most 100 years
later, com mis sion ing Parramatta
IV, is very sig nif i cant.

“This is the 90th an ni ver sary
of the first Aus tra lian Navy Fleet
en try into Syd ney Har bour.”

Toothfish ‘poacher’ es corted to WA

What a blast! The 
crater left when
Hawkesbury’s
ex perts “neu tral -
ised” a mine
(ADF image)



Hawker buys
Syd ney Jet
Char ter
SYDNEY – Hawker Pa cific has
ac quired one of Aus tra lia’s lead ing
air craft man age ment and char ter op -
er a tions, Syd ney Jet Char ter (for -
merly Com bined Avi a tion
Ser vices).

Hawker Pa cific CEO Alan Smith 
said the ac qui si tion rounded out
HP’s ser vice range in Syd ney.

“The ac qui si tion of Syd ney Jet
Char ter [fol lows] our suc cess ful
re-establishment of an FBO pres -
ence at Kings ford Smith,” he said.

 “It rep re sents an ex cel lent fit in

terms of Hawker Pa cific’s core busi -
ness – air craft sales and main te -
nance re pair and over haul – and we
are con fi dent that it will as sist us in
iden ti fy ing mar ket op por tu ni ties
and driv ing growth.

“Char ter op er a tions rep re sent an
ad di tional busi ness de vel op ment
chan nel for us.”

Smith said the com bined Syd ney
Jet Char ter and FBO op er a tions
would be run by GM of the FBO,
Douglas Hendry, who is al ready
over see ing the ma jor re fur bish ment
of the Mas cot fa cil ity.

Hendry said the new com bined
Syd ney op er a tion would al low
Hawker Pa cific to of fer its cus tom -
ers a com pre hen sive, in te grated so -
lu tion for busi ness avi a tion.

“By com bin ing two high qual ity
busi nesses and draw ing on Hawker
Pa cific’s out stand ing main te nance
re pair and over all ca pa bil i ties we
will en sure that ex ist ing cus tomer
re la tion ships are not only main -
tained but im proved,” he said.

“This is an other step to wards po -
si tion ing Hawker Pa cific as the cen -
tre for ex cel lence for busi ness
avi a tion.”

Hendry said the op er a tion has 16
pi lots and 10 air craft from twin pis -
tons to busi ness jets.

It pro vides a 24/7 ser vice for all
busi ness and cor po rate travel and
medi vac.

All Syd ney Jet Char ter staff will
be re tained in clud ing chief pi lot,
Wal Gascoigne.
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WASHINGTON – Given Boe -
ing’s prob lems to get its B-767
tanker lease past con gres sio nal
scru tiny, Eu rope’s EADS is push -
ing ahead vig or ously with its ri val
sys tem based on the A330. It says it 
is in vest ing more than $80 mil lion
of com pany fund ing in de vel op ing
tech nol ogy and sys tems to po si tion
it as a strong com pet i tor for the US 
Air Force’s fu ture ae rial tanker
mod erni sa tion re quire ments.

The com mit ment in cludes $83
mil lion for the de sign, man u fac ture 
and test ing of an ad vanced
centreline re fu el ling boom that in -
cor po rates fly-by-wire con trols and 
a high-volume fuel trans fer flow.

A pro to type boom, to be
mounted un der the aft fu se lage of
an Airbus A330 tanker, is be ing de -
vel oped by EADS Mil i tary Trans -
port Di vi sion in Ma drid and will
be com pleted for ground-based
eval u a tions on a test rig next year,

to be fol lowed by flight test ing.
Rafael Acedo, VPresident EADS 

Mil i tary trans port air craft di vi sion
and Ralph Crosby, chair man of
EADS North Amer ica, says Airbus
is ag gres sively pur su ing the Fu ture 
Stra te gic Tanker Air craft (FSTA)
for the United King dom.

“In the US, we have made clear 
to Air Force au thor i ties that we in -
tend to com pete ag gres sively for
all fu ture tanker buys – a com mit -
ment which has been ac knowl -
edged and sup ported by the Air
Force,” they said.

The A330 mil i tary tanker will be 
equipped with three re fu el ling
points: the boom in stalled un der
the fu se lage, and a pod lo cated un -
der each wing with probe-and-
drogue sys tems that are un reeled in 
flight.

The boom will op er ate with

fly-by-wire con trols and re dun dant 
power sup ply and ac tu a tion sys -
tems, en sur ing pre cise, ac cu rate
po si tion ing and fuel trans fer, as
well as a high de gree of re dun -
dancy.

The boom is to be re motely con -
trolled by an op er a tor at a flight
deck con sole that fea tures a
3-dimensional view ing sys tem. Al -
most four  tonnes of fuel will be
trans ferred per min ute via the
boom.

Pres enting the Airbus mil i tary
com mit ment, Airbus North Amer -
ica said the Ger man and Ca na dian 
air forces uses A310s as trans -
ports, with four Luftwaffe and two
RCAF A310s to be con verted into
tank ers.

The Airbus Mil i tary Com pany is 
also de vel op ing its A400M
multi-role airlifter.

   EADS moves fast on A330 tanker
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US fight ers stalk
civil air lin ers
WASHINGTON – US fighter pi -
lots prac tise shoot ing down air lin ers
sev eral times a week to steel them -
selves against a nat u ral hes i ta tion to
kill ci vil ians and are “well pre pared
to do this” if there is an other Sep tem -

ber 11-style at tack, said Air Force
Gen eral Ralph Eberhart.

He is more wor ried that pi lots
may be “trig ger hes i tant” than “trig -
ger happy” if given the or der to shoot 
down a hi jacked air liner.

“We have long dis cus sions with
peo ple to see if they are men tally
pre pared to do this – pi lots and (air
de fence) op er a tors,”  Eberhart said.

 “You know, you’re up be hind this 
air plane that has hun dreds of in no -
cent peo ple – men, women, chil dren, 
in no cent – and now you’ve been told 
to shoot it down.

“We prac tise this sev eral times a
week – whether it’s an air plane
shoot ing down an air plane or air
defence sys tems in the na tional cap i -
tal shoot ing down an air plane.”
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WASHINGTON – UQM Tech nol -
ogies, a de vel oper of al ter na tive en -
ergy sys tems, says it has
suc cess fully com pleted test and
eval u a tions of a fleet of four
XM1124 hy brid elec tric high mo bil -
ity multi-purpose wheeled ve hi cles
(HE HMMWV) pro duced by PEI
Elec tron ics, a wholly-owned sub -
sid iary of In te grated De fense Tech -
nol ogies.

The tests were un der sub con tract 
to AM Gen eral Cor po ra tion, the
prime con trac tor for the HMMWV,
and the Pro gram Man ager for Light 
Tac ti cal Ve hi cles at the Army’s Tank
Au to mo tive and Ar ma ments Com -
mand.

IDT-PEI built and sup ported the
hy brid elec tric ve hi cles through out
the 14-month eval u a tion pe riod at
mul ti ple sites, from Ar i zona to
Alaska.

The test ing rep re sented the first
con trolled and au ton o mous field
test ing ever con ducted by the Army
on mul ti ple hy brid elec tric ve hi cles
with out di rect in dus try in volve ment.

The ve hi cles ccumulated more
than 6000 miles of road course test -
ing and more than 600 hours of
off-board power gen er a tion test ing.

The com pany claims:
• Fuel ef fi ciency per for mance im -
prove ments of greater than 30 per -

cent over the con ven tional ve hi cle
(48 per cent at GVW).
• Gen er a tion and ex por ta tion of
30kW of mo bile elec tric power.
• C-130 air craft com pat i bil ity
with a stan dard Army shel ter in -
stalled as a pay load.

“The Army can le ver age hy brid
elec tric tech nol ogy not only for ad -
vanced power trains and their fuel
econ omy ben e fits, but also as mo -
bile power and en ergy man age ment

sys tems for cur rent and next gen er a -
tion weapon and sup port sys tem re -
quire ments,” the com pa nies say. 

UQM Tech nol ogies is de vel op ing 
prod ucts for the al ter na tive en ergy
sec tor in clud ing power sys tems for
elec tric, hy brid elec tric and fuel cell
elec tric ve hi cles, 42-volt un der-the-
hood power ac ces so ries and other
ve hi cle aux il ia ries and dis trib uted
power gen er a tion ap pli ca tions. 

   Hy brid Hum mer passes tests
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Onya Murph!
It’s a win ner
WASHINGTON – The in ven tor
of Murphy’s Law has won an
IgNobel prize. An en gi neer ing prize
from the sci ence hu mour mag a zine

An nals of Im prob a ble Re search
went to now-dead Air Force Cap tain 
Ed ward Murphy, Air Force doc tor
John Paul Stapp, and George
Nichols, who in 1949 came up with
Murphy’s Law – “If any thing can go 
wrong, it will.” 

The chem is try prize went to

Yukio Hirose of Kanazawa Uni ver -
sity in Ja pan for his study of a
bronze statue that fails to at tract pi -
geons.

Aus tra lian phys i cists get an
award for a pro ject mea sur ing the
force needed to drag sheep across
dry ground.
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AMSTERDAM – Air France, Eu -
rope’s sec ond-biggest air line, will
take over the fourth-ranked and
85-year-old Dutch KLM in a €784
mil lion all-stock deal that will cre -
ate Eu rope’s big gest air line com -
pany.

The air lines said the merger will 
cut costs and en hance rev e nues to
help them bat tle over ca pac ity and
com pe ti tion from no-frills car ri ers.

 Alitalia may join later.
The merger will bring KLM into

SkyTeam, the global air line al li -
ance that in cludes Air France,
Delta and Alitalia.

This is likely to lead to KLM’s
US part ners, North west and Con ti -

nen tal, join ing at a later date, al -
low ing SkyTeam to over take the
oneworld al li ance led by BA and
Amer i can Air lines and chal lenge
the big ger Star Al li ance group ing,
led by Lufthansa and United.

Air France chair man Jean-Cyril 
Spinetta fore cast €600 mil lion in
an nual long-term merger ben e fits
and said no lay offs were planned.

Some an a lysts say Air France’s
of fer – a 40-percent pre mium over
the mar ket’s clos ing price – was too 
rich. They say sav ings will be lim -
ited by plans to con tinue op er at ing
as sep a rate branded en ti ties.

Avi a tion in dus try merg ers
have proved elu sive in the past,
partly be cause of bi lat eral agree -
ments be tween gov ern ments
which dic tate which air lines can
fly where on in ter na tional routes.

To pre vent KLM from los ing
its land ing rights, Dutch en ti ties
will hold a ma jor ity of vot ing
rights  for the next three years.

Air France-KLM will leap frog 
Brit ish Air ways to be come Eu -
rope’s larg est air line in terms of
traf fic, and would be the world’s
num ber three car rier be hind
Amer i can Air lines and Delta.

  Air France to swal low KLM
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Bo fors plans
SEA base
KUALA LUMPUR – Bo fors De -
fence plans to set up a re gional man -
u fac tur ing and dis tri bu tion cen tre in
Ma lay sia for its na val gun sys tems,
De fence Min is ter Najib Razak said.

The for mer Swiss gun maker,
now Swed ish-owned, will set up the
cen tre in Lumut, navy base in north -
ern Perak.

Penang Ship Build ing Con struc -
tion. and Na val Dock yard will en ter

into a joint ven ture agree ment with
Bo fors to man u fac ture and dis trib -
ute the guns, he said.

Re tiring Prime Min is ter
Mahathir Mohamad in vited Swed -
ish firms to use Ma lay sia as a spring -
board to mar ket their prod ucts to
South east Asia.

Rus sia to raise
nu clear hulk
MOSCOW – Rus sia will raise the

wreck of the nu clear-powered sub ma -
rine K-159 which sank last month in
the Barents Sea, drown ing nine. The
navy chief Vladi mir Kuroyedov said:
“We will not leave a nu clear ob ject
ly ing on the sea bed, even though its
con di tion does not pose any threat
and our ex perts did not de tect any ra -
dio ac tive pol lu tion.” Kuroyedov said
as quoted by the Interfax news
agency.

No de tails on the meth ods of the
sub’s re trieval and com pa nies in -
volved were set as yet, Kuroyedov
added.
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LANGKAWI – Ma lay sia’s dash
to in crease de fence spend ing and
mod ern ise its armed forces
through equip ment pur chases
drew many of the big arms sup pli -
ers to the bi-annual in ter na tional
air and na val show last week..

The long-awaited $1 bil lion
pur chase of up to 18 F/A-18E/F
Super Hor nets from Boe ing was
not an nounced at the Langkawi In -
ter na tional Mar i time and Aero -
nau ti cal (LIMA) show – and the
feel ing was that it won’t hap pen
un til Prime Min is ter Mahathir
Mohamad re tires this month.

Mahathir is de scribed as “still
un de cided”, fol low ing the US-led
in va sion of Iraq, al though he went
ahead with a $900 mil lion pur -
chase of 18 Rus sian Sukhoi
Su-30MKs last month.

De fence Min is ter Najib Ab dul
Razak would say only “in good
time” when asked about Boe ing.

More than 600 com pa nies from
25 coun tries, in clud ing Boe ing,
Lockheed-Martin, Thales and
EADS ex hib ited the LIMA show.

LIMA is a per sonal enthusiasm
of the PM, who has a villa on the
re sort is land where the event takes
place.

Najib was pre pared to sign 12
deals with sev eral coun tries.

Ma lay sia in re cent years has re -
vived the re-armament stalled by
the 1997-98 Asian fi nan cial cri sis,
al lo cat ing US$2.8 bil lion or 10
per cent of its five-year de vel op -
ment bud get on de fence.

Among ma jor pur chases so far
are the Sukhois and three French
sub ma rines worth up to €1.04 bil -
lion.

Eu ro pe ans eye
Asia ship deals
LANGKAWI – A Eu ro pean ship -
build ing con sor tium could be
formed as early as 2005 to com -
pete with US firms in na val mar -
kets, ac cord ing to Alain Bovis, MD 

of Armaris.
Armaris is the mar ket ing arm of

state-owned DCN In ter na tional, the 
main na val con trac tor for France,
and Thales SA, one of the world’s
larg est de fence elec tron ics firms.

Formed last year to take over
the com mer cial func tions of its two
share hold ers, Armaris mar kets die -
sel sub ma rines, frig ates and the
elec tronic com bat sys tems.

Bovis pre dicted the frag mented
Eu ro pean in dus try, with too many
small play ers chas ing too few cus -
tom ers, would lead to the cre ation
of a mar i time equiv a lent of the Eu -
ro pean Aero nau tic De fence &
Space Co NV.

Bovis iden ti fied DCN, Thales,
Germany’s HDW and Thyssen
Krupp, It aly’s Fincantierri and
Alenia, and Spain’s Izar as likely
part ners.

Eu rope’s other big war ship
build ers in clude Brit ain’s BAE Sys -
tems Plc and VT Group Plc.

 Langkawi a feather for Mahathir

This is your ban ner ad. Noth ing fancy. But click on the 
hyperlink and you can go any where in the wide, wide
world.

Let’s go flying!

http://www.cathaypacific.com


Spain to de sign
Fastship freighter
MADRID – Fastship, a US com -
pany de vel op ing a door-to-door, US
to Eu rope mar i time cargo trans port
pro ject, has signed an agree ment
with Spain’s IZAR yards for a fea si -
bil ity study of the ships and their
con struc tion at a later stage.

Com ple tion of the Dar win rail -
way and the op por tu nity to speed
freight from Asia to Aus tra lia makes
the pro ject of Aus tra lian in ter est.

Fastship will use high-speed
ships be tween Phil a del phia and
Cher bourg, able to de liver cargo al -
most as fast as air trans port at 50 per -
cent of the cost.

The first phase is for an in-depth
anal y sis of the pro ject, putt ing IZAR
in charge of the re vi sion of the de -
sign in or der to op ti mise the tech nol -
ogy.

Once the fea si bil ity of the con -
cept has been ver i fied, IZAR will be
in charge of the con struc tion of the
ships. Dur ing the first phase IZAR
will build three containerships, with
the pos si bil ity of a fourth, with a
length of 265 metres and a speed of

40 knots, driven by Rolls Royce gas
tur bines.

The sched ule calls for a cross ing
from Phil a del phia to Cher bourg in
an av er age 92 hours.

Fastship part ners in clude BP Ma -
rine, Cargolux, Cher bourg Port,
CDC IXIS, CP Ships, Green wich
Ter mi nals, In ter na tional De vel op -
ment Pro jects, JP Mor gan, Lockheed 
Mar tin Cor po ra tion, Rolls Royce,
TTS Ma rine, as well as IZAR.
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NEW ORLEANS – The FAA is
eval u at ing video cam eras on com -
mer cial flights to mon i tor pi lots and 
pas sen gers and get an early warn -
ing of hijackings or other trou ble.

Boe ing dem on strated a sat el lite
sys tem in two test flights early this
year, us ing a 737, with seven cam -
eras, show ing the cock pit and
cabin.

Pi lots op pose cam eras in cock -
pits as an in fringe ment of their au -
thor ity. Pas sen ger ad vo cates want
cam eras to pre vent ter ror ist acts.

The FAA’s fo cus is purely on
whether the tech nol ogy would af -
fect air safety.

One cam era showed the pi lots
from be hind, one was in first class
and the oth ers showed the rest of
the pas sen ger area. Ground mon i -

tors can choose a  cam era to view
by touch ing a com puter screen.

The city of Den ver uses a sim i lar 
video sys tem to mon i tor part of its
pub lic tran sit sys tem. For more
than a de cade, the FAA has con sid -
ered var i ous plans to put video
cam eras in air craft. In 2000, the
Na tional Trans por ta tion Safety
Board wanted flight deck cam eras
for crash in ves ti ga tors.

The pro posal was dropped af ter
stiff op po si tion from pi lots, who
were con cerned that cam eras could
lead to a di lu tion of pi lots’ con trol
over de ci sions made dur ing flights.
Pi lots ground staff could mis in ter -
pret video im ages and give or ders
based on in com plete in for ma tion.

SingAir gets
cabin video
S INGAPORE – As a se cu rity
pre cau tion, all Sin ga pore Air lines 
air craft will have sur veil lance
cam eras just out side the cock pit
from No vem ber to view the cabin.

Sin ga pore Air lines and its Silk
Air sub sid iary have al ready in -
stalled bul let-proof re in forced
cock pit doors and use sky mar -
shals armed with stun guns.

Sin ga pore stepped up se cu rity
af ter the Sep tem ber 11 hi jack at -
tacks and tight ened it again af ter
last Oc to ber’s Bali bomb blasts.

HELP US TO HELP AUSTRALIA’S   
DEFENCE

www.ada.asn.au

Founded in 1975, the Aus tra lia De fence As so ci a tion (ADA) is Aus tra lia’s only in de -
pend ent and non-partisan com mu nity watch dog and ‘think-tank’ on na tional se cu -
rity is sues. We need your help to keep pub lic de bate hon est, re al is tic, bal anced
and, not least of all, pub lic.

 US pi lots op pose can did cam eras

http://www.ada.asn.au

