
S’pore’s short list
But F-15T is
pea to re place
SAF’s creaky
Skyhawks

SINGAPORE – Sin ga pore has
shortlisted Eurofighter’s Ty -
phoon, France’s Dassault

Rafale and Boe ing for the re place -
ment fighter or der worth more than
US$1 bil lion. The US can di date is
the F-15T Strike Ea gle and an a lysts
tip it as the win ner of the con test be -
cause of its range and ver sa til ity as a 
bomber.

Sin ga pore’s wants to re place its
old McDonnell Douglas A-4SU
Super Skyhawks. The next step is an 
in vi ta tion to ten der, with a fi nal se -
lec tion next year.

It was im por tant for France – and 
for Sin ga pore’s com mer cial re la -
tion ships – to shortlist Dassault Avi -
a tion. Since Dassault’s Rafale has
failed to win any ex port com pe ti -
tions, a Sin ga pore or der would be
cru cial to the com pany’s fu ture..

Eurofighter GmbH is a con sor -
tium of Brit ain’s BAE Sys tems, Eu -
ro pean Aero nau tic De fence &
Space of Ger many and France and
Finmeccanica of It aly.

Boe ing of fered both its F-15
Strike Ea gle and the F/A-18E/F
Super Hor net. Sin ga pore shortlisted
the larger and more pow er ful F-15.
The or der is also im por tant for Boe -
ing, which needs more or ders to
keep the F-15 in pro duc tion be yond
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SYDNEY – One of the world’s
lon gest test flights – and pos si bly a 
re cord – will launch from Syd ney
on No vem ber 4. Boe ing’s 777-
300ER test air craft will round off
an in tense se ries of long-distance
flights by tak ing off from Kings -
ford Smith and fly ing in a south -
erly great cir cle route – across the 
Pa cific and Antarctica – for 19
hours to Recife, a city on the east -
ern “nose” of Brazil on the At lan -
tic Ocean, al most on the equa tor.

The surface dis tance is 8020
nau ti cal miles, or 14,852km. The
ac tual flight dis tance is even lon -
ger – 15,432km (about 8180nm).
Boe ing says the flight will de lib er -
ately stay as long as pos si ble un -
der 60-deg south as a test
con di tion that has to be met.

The flight is also part of the im -

por tant ETOPS (ex tended
twin-engine op er a tions) cer tif i ca -
tion for the air craft, which will
dem on strate its abil ity to fly the
lon gest, over-water dis tances in
the world.

Or i ginally twin-engine air craft
were per mit ted to fly for only short 
pe ri ods over oceans or deserts un -
less a di ver sion ary air field is
avail able. With a re cord of re li -
abil ity and good main te nance
prac tices, the times have been
pushed out and out.

Boe ing is seek ing to cer tify the
-300ER (for ex tended range) for
up to 330 min utes ETOPS when
the first air craft are de liv ered to
Air France.

Singapore, to Page 2

Boe ing has painted dis creet Sin ga pore Air Force mark ings
on a digital image of its F-15E strike Ea gles, which it has
proposed to Singapore as F-15Ts.

777-300ER’s test; Syd ney-Recife

777-300ER to Page 2
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be yond the next few years. F-15
out put is down to a trickle.

Sin ga pore al ready op er ates
Lockheed Mar tin F-16s. Many ob -
serv ers ex pected the Re pub lic to or -
der more of that type to sim plify its
fighter fleet. But Sin ga pore must
now choose be tween two op tions –
more light fight ers or a com par a -
tively long-legged strike air craft,
sec ond only to Aus tra lia’s F-111s in
the re gion.

Ma lay sia oils
palms for planes
KUALA LUMPUR – Rus sia will
buy US$300 mil lion worth of palm
oil and send a Ma lay sian into space
as part of a bil lion-dollar deal for 18
Sukhoi 30-MKM fighter jets. Pay -
ment will be over five years, with
the fight ers due for de liv ery in
2006-7, Dep uty De fence Min is ter
Mohamad Shafie Apdal told par lia -
ment.

The Rus sian gov ern ment has
agreed to buy palm oil to the value
of 30 per cent of the con tract price,
which also in cludes the set ting up of 
a ser vice cen tre in Ma lay sia and
send ing the coun try’s first as tro naut
into space.

Ma lay sia ac counts for about half
of world’s palm oil out put, while the 
space flight re flects re tir ing Prime
Min is ter Mahathir Mohamad’s
drive to bring Ma lay sia into the
main stream of sci en tific and tech -
no log i cal de vel op ment.

Ma lay sia agreed to pur chase the
fight ers ear lier this year to join the
MiG-29Ns, F/A-18Ds and the
Hawks in the coun try’s com bat air -
craft fleet.

The gov ern ment is also dis cuss -
ing with Boe ing over the pos si ble
pur chase of 18 F/A-18F Super Hor -
nets to re place the F/A-18Ds.

Thales set for
Sukhoi suite
KUALA LUMPUR – French elec -
tron ics group Thales is ex pected to

sup ply the avi on ics worth US$132
mil lion for the 18 Rus sian Sukhoi
fight ers Ma lay sia will ac quire,

“The Ma lay sian de fence min is -
try has been dis cuss ing with Thales
in the past few months and a de ci -
sion will be made soon,” an of fi cial
told AFP.

Pay ment for the con tract would
in clude an off set pro gram but de -
clined to elab o rate.

The avi on ics deal cov ers the ra -
dar, nav i ga tional in stru ments and
other re lated elec tronic sys tems in
the cock pit area.

Ma lay sia has signed a $900 mil -
lion deal with Rus sia for the sup ply
18 fight ers.

The Su-30MKs, ex pected to be
de liv ered from mid-2006, will be
mod i fied with “suit able weap onry”
to meet Ma lay sia’s re  quire ments
and has been re named the
Su-30MKM, with the M stand ing
for Ma lay sia.

Ear lier, De fence Min is ter Najib
Razak said Ma lay sia would im pose
countertrade and off set ob li ga tions
for all ma jor pur chases in its big
Defence spend..

Singapore, from P1

A brief ing last week said the
ETOPS test ing, start ing this month, 
will see 24 flights on WD501, the
first air craft in the test pro gram.
This will see four legs with 330
min utes with one en gine closed
down. The lon gest flight is 13.3
hours.

The sec ond test air craft,
WD502, will con duct 16 flights.
This air craft, which will make the
19-hour, po lar cross ing from Syd -
ney, will un der take four flights with 
330 min utes on a sin gle GE-90 en -
gine.

The lon gest flight is the 19-hour
epic, and there will be a se ries of
test, di ver sion mis sions.

Two of these are in the South
Pa cific, two over the North Pa cific, 
two in the At lan tic, two in Po lar re -
gions and one be tween the United

States and New Zealand.
Boe ing says the test pro gram

has shown better econ omy with the
pow er ful Gen eral Elec tric 90-115B
en gine than an tic i pated, tak ing the
range out to 7495 nau ti cal miles

(13,881 kilo metres), or al low ing
roughly a tonne more pay load. 

Cer tif i ca tion of the 777-300ER
by both the US and Eu ro pean reg u -
la tory au thor i ties is due early next
year.

777-300, from P1

Test pat terns over the Pa cific . WD502 is in the in sert.



In dia signs for
Phalcon AEWACs

NEW DELHI – In their big gest
arms deal, Is rael will pro vide In dia
with stra te gic air borne ra dar sys -
tems. The Is raeli Phalcon ra dars will
be in stalled on three Rus sian IL-76
air craft in a deal es ti mated to be
more than $1 bil lion.

Rus sia will buy in an old IL-76
from Uzbekistan and re-engineer it
be fore send ing it to Is rael where the
Phalcon ra dars would be mounted.

New Delhi plans to buy three
Phalcon sys tems which could will
put large parts of Pa ki stan un der sur -
veil lance, in clud ing the vol a tile bor -
der in dis puted Kash mir.

The Phalcon can de tect air craft,
in clud ing at low al ti tude, hun dreds
of kilo metres away. It also has a
sigint ca pa bil ity.

Sale of car rier
to In dia nears?
NEW DELHI – Rus sia hopes to
com plete the ne go ti a tions for sell ing 
In dia the 44,500-tonne air craft car -
rier Ad mi ral Gorshkov ahead of a
visit by In dian Prime Min is ter Atal
Behari Vajpayee in No vem ber.

Press Trust of In dia quoted a
Rus sian em bassy mil i tary attache as
say ing “the whole thing would be
wrapped up dur ing Vajpayee’s
visit”, but it is a “com plex deal.” Ne -
go ti a tions over buy ing the Rus sian
air craft car rier have bogged down
be cause of dif fer ences over the price 
and other con trac tual terms.

Rus sia of fered the Ad mi ral
Gorshkov free of charge to In dia
three years ago, with the string at -
tached that New Delhi cough up mil -
lions of dol lars to re fit her.

The In dian navy de com mis -
sioned  INS Vikrant, in 1997, while
the sec ond, INS Viraat, is due to
phase out  in an other cou ple of years.

Vajpayee will also final ise a joint
po lit i cal and eco nomic dec la ra tion
with Rus sia dur ing his three-day
visit, meet ing the Rus sian Pres i dent
Vladi mir Putin the third time in the
last four months.
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5-in shell goes
54 nau ti cal miles
MINNEAPOLIS – Alliant
Techsystems (ATK) says a US
Navy-industry team achieved
impressive re sults in the multi-
ser vice pur suit of long-range
pre ci sion gun nery. At the White 
Sands Mis sile Range, two au ton -
o mous na val sup port rounds
flew more than 54 nm in three
min utes.

Using in puts from up to nine
GPS sat el lites, the pro jec tiles
guided to within 20 metres of
their des ig nated tar gets.

The pro ject used a stan dard
5-inch na val gun. Tar get range
was lim ited by safety re stric -
tions.

Guid ance for the bal lis tic tra -
jec tory ap proach, which dif fers
from the boost-glide tra jec tory
used in other pre ci sion pro jec -
tile pro grams, was pro vided by
the low-cost GPS/INS guid ance
sys tem de vel oped for the Navy.

ATK Mis sile Sys tems Com -
pany, is re spon si ble for sys tem
in te gra tion and the pro jec tile’s
solid pro pel lant rocket mo tor.

BEIJING – Af ter months of se -
crecy fol lowed by a pub lic re la -
tions frenzy, China con firmed it
will launch its maiden, manned
space mis sion this week with a
flight that will or bit the Earth 14
times. Xinhua re ports Shenzhou
(Di vine Ves sel) V will blast off
from the Jiuquan Sat el lite Launch
Cen tre in the north west be tween
Oc to ber 15 and 17.

The 14 or bits sug gest a du ra tion 
of 21 hours. When the So viet Un ion 
and the United States launched
maiden manned flights in the
1960s, these lasted 108 min utes
and 15 min utes re spec tively.

Oc to ber 15 has long been
tipped as the date. It’s the day af ter 
a key com mu nist party meet ing

ends in Beijing. Oc to ber 16, how -
ever, co in cides with the 39th an ni -
ver sary of the det o na tion of
China’s first atomic bomb. Pres i -
dent Hu Jintao leaves for the
APEC sum mit on Oc to ber 17.

China has agonised over the
bal ance be tween the se cre tive pol -
icy of its mil i tary with the over -
whelm ing pro pa ganda mile age and 
na tional pride that would fol low a
suc cess ful mis sion.

Only one as tro naut is ex pected
to ride Shenzhou V, se lected from a 
team of 14 taikonauts.

Who ever goes, he will be armed 
with a gun and knives in case the
cap sule co mes down in hos tile ter -

ri tory, ac cord ing to the chief de -
signer, Qi Faren. He re port edly
said: “The craft may land in the
ocean or in the for ests in a hos tile
en vi ron ment. . . 

“For the safety of the as tro -
nauts, they will take things with
them like a pis tol, knife and other
res cue equip ment in clud ing a tent
and liferaft so they will be able to
deal with wild beasts, sharks, other 
dan ger ous an i mals or en e mies.”

If all goes well, Shenzhou V is
ex pected to land in the vast plains
of In ner Mon go lia in north west
China. Four un manned Shenzhou
cap sules have been launched since
1999.

 Chi nese ‘taikonaut’ on launch pad

  Phalcon on B-707



Mini-GPS for
USN pro gram
EL SEGUNDO – Raytheon will
de velop a minia tur ised GPS nav i ga -
tor with an adap tive anti-jam ca pa -
bil ity for the USAF Lab o ra tories’
Min ia ture Nav i ga tor Dem on stra tion 
(MIND) pro gram.

Un der the $6.9 mil lion pro gram
re search and de vel op ment con tract,
Raytheon Space and Air borne Sys -
tems will de sign and dem on strate a
smaller, lighter, and more cost ef fec -
tive weapon nav i ga tor sys tem that is 
ca pa ble of op er at ing in a dy namic,
high-speed flight en vi ron ment
against var i ous GPS jammer threats.

It will com bine an in te grated
24-channel GPS re ceiver, an in er tial 

mea sure ment unit, adap tive pro -
cess ing al go rithms, and anti-jam-
ming front end hard ware that will be 
com pat i ble with the fu ture GPS
M-code sat el lite sig nals. 

SAM 7s lost – in
Iraq hands
WASHINGTON – The US mil i -
tary is alarmed be cause it can’t find
a large num ber of shoul der-fired
anti-aircraft mis siles that were part
of Saddam Hussein’s ar se nal, the
New York Times re ported.

The fail ure to find the mis siles,
which could num ber in the hun -
dreds, is the main rea son that the
Bagh dad I n ter na tional Air port re -

mains closed to com mer cial traf fic.
US mil i tary of fi cers do not know

how many mis siles are miss ing be -
cause they do not know how many
there were in Saddam’s ar se nal.

But shoul der-fired mis siles have
al ready been fired un suc cess fully at
in com ing planes sev eral times in re -
cent weeks. Most of the at tacks have 
not been made pub lic.

US of fi cials are of fer ing US$500
for each mis sile – mostly Rus sian
de signed SA-7s.

How ever an SA-7 can sell for
some US$5,000 on the black mar -
ket.

So far, 317 have been col lected,
while sev eral hun dred more have
been found in am mu ni tion dumps.

An SA-7 weighs about 13kg and
is less than two metres long.
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CANBERRA – The 2002 Min is -
ter’s Award for Achieve ment in
De fence Sci ence went to Graeme
Egglestone of the De fence Sci ence
& Tech nol ogy Or gani sa tion for de -
vel op ing a range of in no va tive
com bat cloth ing for Aus tra lians.

De fence Min is ter Rob ert Hill
pre sented the award at a func tion
at DSTO in Mel bourne.

A sci en tist with DSTO since
1968, Egglestone leads a small
team de vel op ing cloth ing that pro -
vides pro tec tion against bal lis tic
im pact, bi o log i cal and chem i cal
agents and vi sual and
near-infrared cam ou flage.

The cam ou flage de sign was de -
signed at short no tice to suit the
ter rain in Af ghan i stan better than
the stan dard pat tern. The CBC suit 
is breath able, so per son nel can

work harder and lon ger in ex treme 
con di tions with out risk ing ex po -
sure to chem i cals.

The team also de vel oped a fab -
ric for all new com bat cloth ing al -
low ing our forces to be better
cam ou flaged against night vi sion
sur veil lance.

The tech nol ogy de vel oped by
De fence has been trans ferred to in -
dus try and the cloth ing is man u fac -
tured in Aus tra lian fac to ries.

Hill also pre sented in ter na tional 
awards for ex cel lence in de fence
sci ence to a group of Aus tra lian
De fence re search ers for work un -
der the Tech ni cal Co op er a tion
Pro gram with the US, the UK,
Can ada, Aus tra lia and New Zea -
land.

Awards went to:
• Dr Ralph Gailis For de vel op ing
a haz ard as sess ment model to pre -
dict the dis per sion of air borne ma -
te ri als in the event of a chem i cal,
bi o log i cal and ra dio log i cal at tack. 
• Dr Al ex an der Krstic, Edmond
Al mond, Bri ga dier Rob ert
Atkinson, Mi chael Footner and Dr
John Wang for a con tri bu tion to
the un der stand ing of lower leg in -
jury caused by anti-personnel
land mines.
• Dr Geoff Hugo for col lab o ra tive 
re search on non-destructive in -
spec tion tech niques for cor ro sion
in age ing air craft.
• Dr Bruce Fairlie for noise sup -
pres sion in open air craft weapon
bays.

 DSTO uni form wins sci ence gong

HeadsUp Newsletter 
is published by . . .

Aviation Marketing Services (Aust) Pty Ltd, 4 Willow Close, Killara NSW 2071
Fax: +61-2- 9418-1189, E: editor@headsup.com.au



Gulf doubts
spark da ta base
WASHINGTON – The US De -
fense De part ment is de vel op ing
elec tronic da ta bases that may ex -
plain ill nesses that oc cur later af ter
de ploy ments.

“The Gulf War ill ness ques tion
was the driver for our whole soft -
ware de vel op ment pro gram,” Jeff
McClaflin, an in dus trial hy gien ist at
the Na tional Na val Med i cal Cen ter

said. The DOEHRS sys tem will pro -
vide oc cu pa tional and en vi ron men -
tal ex po sure his to ries for all DoD
per son nel, mil i tary and ci vil ian.

The Web-based com puter pro -
gram will sup port data col lec tion,
stor age and anal y sis of ex po sure
data to re duce fu ture health risks.

Part of the chal lenge in deal ing
with Gulf War ill nesses was try ing to 
an swer the health ques tions with
lim ited ex po sure data. Af ter
DOEHRS is fielded, sim i lar sit u a -
tions would be eas ier to in ves ti gate.

Ku wait signs
for Apache
ST LOUIS – Ku wait will buy 16
Boe ing AH-64D Apache Long bow
com bat he li cop ters.

The to tal pro gram in cludes the
ac qui si tion of the Long bow fire con -
trol ra dar, ord nance (in clud ing Hell -
fire mis siles), spare parts, train ing
ser vices and main te nance sup port.
Ku wait is the sev enth in ter na tional
de fense force to se lect the AH-64D.
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CANBERRA – Fol low ing is an
ed ited ver sion of the speech the
gov er nor-general, Ma jor-General
Mike Jeffrey (retd), gave to the
Royal United Ser vices In sti tute of
Aus tra lia din ner.

“As a grand fa ther sev eral times 
over, I’ve spent many hours think -
ing about the sort of coun try and
world my grand chil dren are go ing
to live in dur ing the com ing 60 or
70 years of their lives. For ex am -
ple, I see a world: 
• Many of whose coun tries will
come un der in creas ing pres sure
through inad e quate fresh wa ter 
• Of na tion states formed as a re -
sult of the post-World War II
carve-up them selves break ing up
into  tribal bound aries and ha treds
•  Of mas sive move ments of ref u -
gees across land bor ders dis placed 
by war, hun ger and dis ease 
• Many of these new na tional
group ings – rife with en demic and
sys temic cor rup tion – op er at ing
with out the rule of law, bring ing
pov erty and mis ery to their peo ples
• And many of whose coun tries do 
not have the tools to han dle
globalisation and IT.

Con cur rent with all this are the
mi gra tion of HIV/AIDS and the re -
sur gence of dis eases – such as ma -
laria – that we thought had been
brought un der con trol.

Of con cern to us all is the
spread of global ter ror ism, which – 
by its very na ture – is fa nat i cal
and, there fore, not ame na ble to ne -
go ti a tion to wards peace ful out -
comes.

I don’t want to deal with the
nor mal threat as sess ment, force
struc ture re sponse [but] there are
sev eral wider im pli ca tions we
should think about.

The first is to en gen der in the
whole of Aus tra lian so ci ety a de -
sire to be long to a coun try that is
seen as a “Na tion of Ex cel lence”.
What ever we do, we try to do
better than the rest of the world.

Of crit i cal im por tance will be
the re quire ment to re main a na tion
func tion ing un der the rule of law –
and that that ex am ple is seen and
re spected by the arc and the rest of
the world.

The sec ond mat ter is to sup port

re form of the Se cu rity Coun cil of
the United Na tions. If the world
does not want a su per power of the
day to take uni lat eral or mul ti lat -
eral ac tion against threats, then the 
UN must be given the au thor ity and 
the ap pro pri ate tools to en sure that 
hu man rights and the dig nity of the
in di vid ual are main tained. It may
well be that the East Timor and
Sol o mon Is lands ex am ples will pro -
vide mod els for UN in ter ven tion.

A third con sid er ation is to con -
tinue to de velop, main tain and
strengthen links and di a logue with
stra te gic-partner coun tries – such
as the United States.

The last is en hanc ing our link -
age to the In dia/China arc – a re -
gion that rep re sents a huge
op por tu nity for Aus tra lia. Aus tra -
lia’s in ter ests re quire us to link in
ev ery way we can with those two
coun tries – eco nom i cally, dip lo mat -
i cally, mil i tarily.

Pat ently, we need an Aus tra lian
De fence Force – and I’m at tracted

 Strong, ac tive, sen si tive and help ful
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to the con cept put for ward by Dr Mi -
chael Ev ans of the Land War fare
Studies Cen tre Dun troon, that such
a force should be si mul ta neously
glob ally at tuned, re gion ally fo -
cussed and al li ance-oriented.

Aus tra lian forces need . . . three
fun da men tal se cu rity ob jec tives.

The first is con tin u ing par tic i pa -
tion in co ali tion op er a tions. These
sorts of co ali tion op er a tions are not 
the kind we can al ways pre dict or
plan for spe cif i cally. But each has
re quired de ploy able and sus tain -
able high-technology forces with
gen u ine com bat power – avail able
at short no tice – to fit in seamlessly 
with co ali tion part ners. And with
off shore-deployment and lo gis tic
ca pa bil i ties.

The sec ond is to re spond to
prob lems and cri ses nearer home –
Bougainville and East Timor.

The third main – and on go ing –
call on our se cu rity forces will be
to help deal with the con tin u ing
scourge of global ter ror ism.

I join all Aus tra lians in com -
mend ing Aus tra lian and re gional
part ner ef forts to bring the Sol o -
mon Is lands back from the brink.
The en light ened as pect of the Re -
gional As sis tance Mis sion to the
Sol o mon Is lands is that it’s a to tal
plan – one that ad dresses not just
the im me di ate prob lems, such as
the res to ra tion of law and or der,
but also the deeper causes of vi o -
lence and in sti tu tional break down.

I note that un der their ex ist ing
aid re la tion ship, Aus tra lia and Pa -
pua New Guinea will be work ing
on a sim i larly broad ba sis to ad -
dress some of PNG’s core chal -
lenges, es pe cially in the ar eas of
gov er nance, law and or der, jus tice,
fi nan cial man age ment, and the ca -
pac ity of the pub lic ser vice.

The as sis tance we’re pro vid -
ing to our Pa cific neigh bours is
time, ef fort and money well spent.

If Aus tra lia is to be come in -
volved in these short- to me -
dium-term di rect com mit ments,
the key chal lenge will be to en -
sure we have peo ple equipped
and avail able to do the work. . .
the for ma tion of a core – across
pro fes sions and trade skills –
who have di rect knowl edge and
ex pe ri ence with the re gion. Ju -
nior po lice of fi cers and sol diers,
teach ers and nurses, and bu reau -
crats and bank ers, could use fully
spend time in coun tries such as
PNG, or wider afield, and then
re turn for fur ther stints as their
ca reers prog ress.

Their ca reers could de velop in 
har mony with their over seas
coun ter parts – cre at ing a sense of 
trust, friend ship and mu tual un -
der stand ing.”

This is a stan dard
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High hopes for
Nato readi ness
COLORADO SPRINGS – NATO
de fence min is ters tested their readi -
ness for cri sis, de bat ing steps the
Cold War al li ance must take to send
a new com bat force any where in the
world at a mo ment’s no tice.

The study sem i nar at Schriever
AFB on the edge of the Rocky
Moun tains kicked off a two-day
meet ing of min is ters and mil i tary
chiefs from the 19 NATO na tions

and the seven East ern Eu ro pean
states that join their ranks next year.

De tails of the four-hour “Dy -
namic Re sponse ’07” ex er cise were
kept un der wraps to pre serve the el e -
ment of sur prise for min is ters. It in -
volved a ter ror ism and weap ons of
mass de struc tion sce nario set in a
fic tional coun try some where in the
Med i ter ra nean or Mid dle East.

The ac tion takes place in 2007, a
year af ter NATO’s planned rapid re -
ac tion force of up to 20,000 troops
for in tense com bat is due to be fully
ac ti vated.

The $7 mil lion ex er cise was an ad -
vance test of NATO’s abil ity to over -
come likely po lit i cal and mil i tary
dif fer ences when a cri sis breaks and
de ploy troops out side its his toric Eu -
ro pean ter ri tory within five to 30
days.

The high-tech war-gaming base is
so se cret that the mil i tary re fuses to
pub lish pic tures of it.

The min is ters sat in a cir cle in a
tent with large video screens and mil i -
tary chiefs from the 26 na tions
involved ob served from a build ing
nearby.

HeadsUp 281 – Page 7

This is your ban ner ad. Noth ing fancy. But click on the
hyperlink and you can go any where in the wide, wide
world.

Let’s go flying!

PERTH – Af ter two years sup -
port ing the US Ma rine Corps
Third Ma rine Ex pe di tion ary
Force (III MEF) in the West ern
Pa cific thea tre, the 101-metre
Austal cat a ma ran “WestPac Ex -
press” has be come the first large, 
high-speed ves sel to be reg is tered 
and flagged as a com mer cial ship
in the US.

The HSV was first char tered in 
July 2001 for a “proof of con -
cept”. The Mil i tary Sealift Com -
mand then signed a three-year
char ter in Jan u ary 2002. A re -
quire ment was that the ves sel be
re-flagged to the United States, a
de mand ing pro cess that has been
achieved within the ship’s nor mal
main te nance pe ri ods .

Jim Black, Austal Ser vice Man -
ager, said ev ery as pect of the
ship’s de sign and con struc tion was 
rig or ously ex am ined by the United
States Coast Guard Ma rine Safety
Cen ter in Wash ing ton, DC. “The
USCG had never pre vi ously sur -
veyed a light weight, high-speed

ve hi cle-carrying ves sel be fore,”
Black said. “Ev ery one of the
ship’s draw ings were scru ti nised
in de tail.

The new port of reg is try is Mo -
bile, Al a bama where Austal has a
ship yard that spe cial ises in the
con struc tion of high-performance,
alu minium ves sels in a joint ven -
ture with Bender Ship build ing and
Re pair. Austal USA has al ready
com pleted six com mer cial ves sels,
rang ing from 25 to 43 metres and
is build ing a 58 metre fast pas sen -
ger-vehicle cat a ma ran.

The die -
sel-powered, alu -
minium WestPac
Ex press can rap -
idly de ploy a bat -
tal ion of 970
Marines and up to
550 tonnes of ve hi -
cles and equip -
ment in a sin gle
lift. The en hanced
ca pa bil ity and

shorter tran sit times to and from ex -
er cises pro vide Marines with ad di -
tional op por tu ni ties to train in
var i ous cli mates and ter rain. The
tran sit from Oki nawa to South Ko -
rea aboard ferry or am phib i ous
ship ping would take  three days.

Moving a Ma rine in fan try bat -
tal ion by air would take 17 mil i tary
air craft. By the sec ond an ni ver sary
of ar rival in Oki nawa – the ship
had cov ered 149,216 nau ti cal
miles, los ing only four hours to
tech ni cal de lays in two years.

Westpac Ex press dons stars & bars



Hounds chase
Boe ing’s Darleen
WASHINGTON – Opponents to
the US Air Force tanker lease from
Boe ing have set out in pur suit of for -
mer Air Force of fi cial Darleen
Druyun. Boe ing hired Druyun early
this year af ter she helped the Pen ta -
gon ne go ti ate the con tro ver sial
multibillion dol lar deal to lease Boe -
ing 767s as  tank ers.

The Na tional Le gal and Pol icy
Cen ter, a group op pos ing the lease
deal, re leased pub lic re cords that
show Druyun agreed to sell her Vir -
ginia home to a Boe ing at tor ney
while she was still work ing as an Air
Force pro cure ment of fi cial.

The group said Druyun’s daugh -
ter and son-in-law work for Boe ing,
which the com pany con firmed.

Mem bers of the Sen ate Armed
Ser vices Com mit tee, the last of four
com mit tees re quired to ap prove the
deal, say the deal may be in se ri ous

trou ble be cause the $22.4 bil lion
plan to lease and then buy 100 Boe -
ing 767 tank ers would cost the Air
Force bil lions of dol lars more

The Pen ta gon in spec tor gen eral is 
also in ves ti gat ing whether Druyun
and Air Force of fi cials im prop erly
shared pro pri etary data with Boe ing.

Boe ing de nies this. Druyun at tor -
ney Wil liam Sheehan said his cli ent
obeyed eth ics rules.

Boe ing said it hired Druyun’s
daugh ter as a re cruiter in No vem ber
2000 – well be fore the tanker lease
deal was con ceived. She had moved
to St Louis to be with her
then-fiance, who was al ready work -
ing for the com pany, he said.

Digs to get
more Jav e lins
TUCSON –A US Army let ter of
agree ment (LOA) will see Jav e lin
anti-tank weap ons sold to Aus tra lia
for its Land 40-1 re quire ment – a di -

rect fire guided weapon sys tem for
the Aus tra lian Army’s in fan try, cav -
alry and com mando units. Aus tra -
lian spe cial forces have al ready used
Jav e lins in com bat in Af ghan i stan
and Iraq.

The con tract award to the
Raytheon-Lockheed Mar tin Jav e lin
Joint Ven ture is worth about US$60
mil lion, mak ing Aus tra lia the sev -
enth in ter na tional cus tomer.

 “In Af ghan i stan and Iraq the Jav -
e lin not only proved to be a su pe rior
tank killer, but was ex tremely ef fec -
tive against build ings and field for ti -
fi ca tions and for sur veil lance
op er a tions,” said Col o nel Lloyd
McDaniels, US Army pro ject man -
ager.

Raytheon Com pany, which leads
the joint ven ture, pro vides sys tem
en gi neer ing man age ment and sup -
port and the CLU, mis sile guid ance
elec tronic unit and soft ware.

Lockheed Mar tin pro vides mis -
sile en gi neer ing and pro duc tion sup -
port, pro duces the mis sile seeker and 
as sem bly.
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LONDON – The chief ex ec u tive of 
the Airbus-backed AirTanker con -
sor tium has shocked the world of
De fence pro cure ment by warn ing
the Royal Air Force could face a
re peat of the Nim rod fi asco if a
con sor tium led by Boe ing and BAE
Sys tems wins a £13 bil lion or der to
sup ply the Min is try of De fence with 
air-to-air re fu el ling air craft.

The ex ec u tive is none other than
the flam boy ant Robin Southwell, a
for mer BAES ex ec u tive – at one
time head of BAE Aus tra lia – who
left the com pany sud denly while
sales chief for the Eurofighter Ty -
phoon. Now what he says also has
bear ing on Aus tra lia’s tanker
choice.

The 27-year PFI con tract is the
big gest UK mil i tary pro cure ment
deal in his tory.

Southwell then went on to rub -
bish his for mer col leagues by
claim ing Brit ain could lose out on

ex port or ders worth bil lions and the 
op por tu nity to cre ate a new re fu el -
ling in dus try if the con tract went to
his ri vals.

AirTanker is made up of the Eu -
ro pean aero space gi ant EADS,
Thales UK, Cobham and
Rolls-Royce. It is of fer ing the RAF
a fleet of 15-20 Airbus A330-200
air craft to re place its age ing Tristar 
and VC10 re fu el ling air craft.

The ri val Tanker Team, which
com prises Boe ing, BAE, Serco and
Spec trum Cap i tal,  pro poses a fleet
of 20 sec ond hand Boe ing 767-300s
bought from Brit ish Air ways.
Southwell claimed that be cause the
Tanker Team’s bid would in volve
ex ten sive re-engineering of the
wings of the 767 to ac com mo date
the new fuel tanks and re-fuelling
pods, it was a much risk ier pro -
posal.

“It is a very com plex busi ness
mess ing around with large and
age ing air craft,” he said. “Just
think of what went wrong when
they did that to the Nim rod.”

The tax payer was forced to
write-off £700 mil lion in cost
over runs on Nim rod, which is be -
ing con verted by BAE into a sur -
veil lance plane. By con trast,
Southwell claimed that
AirTanker’s bid was risk-free be -
cause there was no re de sign of
the wing in volved, other than fit -
ting the fuel pods.

Tanker Team claims its bid
would save the UK tax payer £220 
mil lion over the life of the con -
tract, be cause it is us ing a larger
but cheaper and more ver sa tile
sec ond hand air craft ca pa ble of
un der tak ing com mer cial work
when not in ser vice with the RAF.

 Sur prise! Robin shoots from hip


