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S’pore’s short list

But F-15T is
peatoreplace
SAF’screaky
Skyhawks

SﬂGA%RE—Sn gaporehas
ortlisted Eurofighter’'s Ty-
phoon, France's Dassault
Rafale and Boeing for the replace
ment fighter or der worth more than
US$1 bil lion. TheUS can di dateis
theF-15T StrikeEagleandanalysts
tipit asthewin ner of the contest be-
causeof itsrangeandver satil ity asa
bomber.

Singapore’ s wants to replace its
old McDonnell Douglas A-4SU
Super Skyhawks. The next stepisan
invi tationtotender, withafi nal se
lection next year.

Itwasim por tantfor France—and
for Singapore€'s commercia rela
tion ships—to shortlist Dassault Avi-
ation. Since Dassault’s Rafale has
failed to win any export competi
tions, a Singapore order would be
crucial to the com pany’ sfuture..

Eurofighter GmbH is a consor
tium of Brit ain’sBAE Systems, Eu-
ropean Aeronautic Defence &
Space of Germany and France and
Finmeccanicaof It aly.

Boeing offered both its F-15
Strike Eagle and the F/A-18E/F
Super Hor net. Singaporeshortlisted
thelarger and more pow er ful F-15.
Theor derisalsoim por tant for Boer
ing, which needs more orders to
keeptheF-15inproductionbeyond

Singapore, to Page 2
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Boeinghaspainted discreet SngaporeAir Forcemarkings
on a digital image of its F-15E strike Ea gles, which it has
proposed to Sngapore as F-15Ts.

[/ 77-300ER’stes;

SYDNEY — One of theworld's
lon gest test flights—and possi bly a
record—will launch from Syd ney
onNovember 4. Boeing' s777-
300ERtest air craft will round off
anintenseseriesof long-distance
flights by tak ing off from Kings-
ford Smith and fly ing in a south
erly great cir cleroute—acrossthe
Pa cific and Antarctica—for 19
hoursto Recife, a city on the east-
ern“ nose” of Brazl onthe At lanr
tic Ocean, al most on the equa tor.

Thesurface distanceis8020
nauti cal miles, or 14,852km. The
actual flight distanceisevenlon
ger — 15,432km (about 8180nm).
Boeing saystheflight will deliber-
ately stay as long as possi bleun
der 60-deg south as a test
condition that has to be met.

The flight is also part of the im-

Sydney-Recife

por tant ETOPS(extended
twin-engineoper ations) cer tifi ca
tion for theair craft, which will
demonsdtrateitsabil itytofly the
longest, over-water distancesin
theworld.

Originallytwin-engineair craft
were per mit ted to fly for only short
peri odsover oceansor desertsun
lessadiver sionaryair fieldis
avail able. Witharecord of reli-
abil ityand good maintenance
practices, thetimeshavebeen
pushed out and out.

Boeingisseekingto cer tifythe
-300ER (for ex tended range) for
up to 330 min utes ETOPSwhen
thefirstair craftaredeliveredto
Air France.

777-300ER to Page 2
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Singapore, from P1

beyond the next few years. F-15
out put isdown to atrickle.

Singapore aready operates
Lockheed Martin F-16s. Many ob-
serv ersex pectedtheRepublictoor
der more of that typeto sim plify its
fighter fleet. But Singapore must
now choose be tween two op tions—
more light fighters or a compara
tively long-legged strike aircraft,
secondonly toAustralia sF-111sin
theregion.

Malaysia oils
palmsfor planes

K UALA LUMPUR - Russiawill
buy US$300 mil lion worth of palm
oil and sendaMalay sianinto space
as part of abil lion-dollar deal for 18
Sukhoi 30-MKM fighter jets. Pay-
ment will be over five years, with
the fighters due for delivery in
2006-7, Deputy Defence Minister
Mohamad Shafie Apdal told par lia
ment.

The Russian government has
agreed to buy palm ail to the value
of 30 per cent of the con tract price,
whichalsoincludestheset ting up of
a sarvice centre in Maaysia and
sendingthecountry’ sfirstastronaut
into space.

Malay siaac countsfor about half
of world’ spalmoil out put, whilethe
space flight reflects retiring Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad's
drive to bring Malaysia into the
main stream of sci entific and tech
nological development.

Malay siaagreed to pur chasethe
fight ers ear lier thisyear to join the
MiG-29Ns, F/A-18Ds and the
Hawks in the country’ scombat air-
craft fleet.

Thegov ernmentisalsodiscuss
ing with Boeing over the possible
pur chase of 18 F/A-18F Super Hor-
netsto re placethe F/A-18Ds.

Thales set for
Sukhoi suite

K UALA LUMPUR - French elec
tronicsgroup Thalesisex pected to

sup ply the avi onicsworth US$132
million for the 18 Russian Sukhoi
fightersMalay siawill acquire,

“The Malaysian defence minis
try hasbeen discussing with Thales
in the past few months and a dec
sionwill bemadesoon,” an of fi cial
told AFP.

Payment for the contract would
include an offset program but de
clinedtoelaborate.

Theavi onicsdeal cov ersthera-
dar, navigational instruments and
other related electronic sygems in
thecock pit area.

Malaysia has signed a $900 mil -
lion deal with Russiafor the sup ply
18fighters.

The Su-30MKs, expected to be
delivered from mid-2006, will be
modified with “suitable weaponry”
to meet Mdaysias requirements
and has been renamed the
Su-30MKM, with the M standing
forMalaysia.

Earlier, Defence Minister Ngjib
Razak said Malay siawouldim pose
countertrade and offset obligations
for all major purchases in its big
Defence spend..

777-300, from P1

Abrief ing last week said the
ETOPStesting, start ing thismonth,
will see 24 flights on WD501, the
firstair craftinthetest pro gram.
Thiswill see four legs with 330
min uteswith oneen gine closed
down. Thelon gest flightis 13.3
hours.

Thesecondtestair craft,
WD502, will con duct 16 flights.
Thisair craft, which will make the
19-hour, po lar crossing from Syd
ney, will un der take four flightswith
330 min uteson a sin gle GE-90 en
gine.

Thelon gest flight isthe 19-hour
epic, and there will be a series of
test, di ver sonmissions.

Two of these are in the South
Pa cific, two over the North Pacific,
twointheAtlantic,twoinPolar re
gions and one be tween the United
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Test pat ternsover the Pa cific. WD502 isinthein sert.

Sates and New Zealand.

Boeing saysthetest program
has shown better econ omy with the
power ful General Electric90-115B
enginethanantici pated, takingthe
range out to 7495 nauti cal miles
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(13,881 kilometres), or al lowing
roughly a tonne more pay load.

Cer tifi cationofthe777-300ER
by boththe USand Europeanreg u-
latoryauthor i tiesisdueearly next

year.

Boeing inoges



BEIJING - Af ter months of se-
crecyfol lowedbyapublicrela-
tionsfrenzy, China con firmed it
will launch its maiden, manned
space mission thisweek with a
flight that will or bit the Earth 14
times. Xinhuare ports Shenzhou
(DivineVessel) V will blast off
fromtheJiuquan Sat el lite Launch
Centreinthenorthwest between
October 15and17.

Thel4or bitssuggestaduration
of 21 hours. When the Soviet Union
and the United States launched
maiden manned flights in the
1960s, these lasted 108 min utes
and 15minutesrespectively.

October 15haslong been
tipped asthe date. It' sthe day af ter
akey commu nist party meeting

endsin Beijing. Octo ber 16, how
ever, coincideswiththe39th an ni-
ver sary of thedet o nation of
China’sfirst atomic bomb. Presi
dent Hu Jintao leaves for the
APEC summit on Octo ber 17.

China has agonised over the
bal ancebetweenthesecretivepok
icyofitsmil i tary with the over-
whelming propagandamileageand
national pridethat wouldfol lowa
successfulmission.

Only one astronautisexpected
to ride Shenzhou V, selected froma
team of 14taikonauts

Who ever goes, hewill bearmed
with a gun and knives in case the
cap sulecomesdownin hostileter

ri tory, accordingtothechief de-
signer, Qi Faren. Hereport edly
said: “ The craft may land in the
ocean or inthefor estsinahostile
environment...

“ For the safety of theastro-
nauts, they will take things with
themlike a pistol, knife and other
rescueequipmentincludingatent
and liferaft so they will beableto
deal with wild beasts, sharks, other
danger ousani malsor enemies.”

If all goeswell, Shenzhou V is
ex pected to land inthe vast plains
of Inner Mongoliainnorthwest
China. Four un manned Shenzhou
cap sules have been launched since
1999.

India signsfor
Phalcon AEWACs

Phalcon on B-707

N EW DELHI — In their biggest
armsdeal, Isragl will provide India
with strategic airborne radar sys
tems. Thelsraeli Phalconradarswill
be installed onthree Russian IL-76
aircraft in a deal estimated to be
more than $1 bil lion.

Russia will buy in an old IL-76
from Uzbekistan and re-engineer it
beforesendingittolsrael wherethe
Phal con radars would be mounted.

New Delhi plans to buy three
Phalcon systems which could will
putlargepartsof Paki stanunder sur-
veil lance, includingthevol atilebor-
derindisputed Kash mir.

The Phalcon can detect aircraft,
including at low altitude, hundreds
of kilometres away. It also has a

sigintcapability.

Saleof carrier
to India near s?

NEW DELHI — Russia hopes to
completethenegoti ationsforselling
In diathe 44,500-tonne air craft car

rier Admiral Gorshkov ahead of a
f visit by IndianPrimeMinister Atal

Behari Vajpayeein Novem ber.

Press Trugt of India quoted a
Russianembassy mil i tary attacheas
saying “the whole thing would be
wrapped up during Vagpayees
visit”, butitisa“com plex deal.” Ne-
gotiations over buying the Rusdan
aircraft carrier have bogged down
becauseof dif fer encesover theprice
and other contractual terms.

Russia offered the Admiral
Gorshkov free of charge to Inda
three years ago, with the string at-
tached that New Delhi cough up mil-
lionsof dol larsto refit her.

The Indian navy decommis
sioned INS Vikrant, in 1997, while
the second, INS Viraat, is due to
phaseout inan other cou pleof years.

Vajpayeewill asofina iseajoint
political and economic declaration
with Russia during his three-day
visit, meetingthe Russian Presi dent
Vladimir Putin the third time in the
last four months.
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5-in shell goes
54 nautical miles

MINNEAPOL IS Alliant
Techsystems (ATK) saysa US
Navy-industry team achieved
impressivere sultsin the multi-
ser vicepur suit of long-range
preci sion gun nery. At theWhite
SandsMissile Range, two auton
omous naval sup portrounds
flew morethan 54 nm in three
minutes.

Usingin putsfrom up tonine
GPSsat €l lites, theprojectiles
guided to within 20 metres of
their designatedtar gets.

Theproject used astandard
5-inch naval gun. Tar getrange
waslimited by safety restric
tions.

Guid ancefor thebal listictra
jectoryap proach,whichdiffers
from theboost-glidetrajectory
usedin other preci sionprojec
tileprograms, wasprovided by
thelow-cost GPS/INSguid ance
system devel oped for theNavy.

ATK MissileSystemsCom-
pany,isresponsi blefor system
integrationandtheprojectile’'s
solidpropel lant rocket motor.




CANBERRA —The 2002 Minis
ter’ sAward for Achievementin
Defence Sci encewent to Graeme
Egglestone of the Defence Sci ence
& Technol ogy Or gani sationfor de
vel opingarangeofinnovative
combatclothingfor Australians.

DefenceMinister Robert Hill
pre sented the award at a function
at DSTOinMéel bourne.

Asci entistwithDSTOsince
1968, Egglestone leads a small
teamdevel opingclothing that pro
videsprotectionagainstbal listic
impact, bi ologi cal andchemi cal
agentsand vi sual and
near-infraredcamouflage.

Thecamouflagedesignwasde
signed at short no tice to suit the
ter rainin Af ghani stan better than
thestandard pat tern. The CBC suit
isbreathable, soper sonnel can

DSTO uniformwins science gono

work harder andlon ger inextreme
conditionswithoutriskingexpo
suretochemicals.

Theteamalso devel oped afah
ricfor all new combat clothing at
lowing our forcesto be better
camouflagedagainst nightvi sion
surveillance.

Thetechnol ogydevel opedby
Defencehasbeentransferredtoin
dustryandtheclothingismanufac
turedinAustralianfactories.

Hill alsopresentedinter national
awardsfor ex cel lenceindefence
sci encetoagroup of Australian
Defenceresearch ersfor work un
der theTechni cal Cooper ation
Program with the US the UK,
Canada, Australiaand New Zea
land.

Awards went to:
« DrRalphGailisFor devel oping
ahazardassessment model topre
dictthedisper sionof air bornema
teri alsintheevent of achemi cal,
bi ologi cal andradiologi cal attack.
o Dr Al exander Krstic, Edmond
Almond, Brigadier Robert
Atkinson, Mi chael Footner and Dr
JohnWang for acontri butionto
theunder standing of lower legin-
jury caused by anti-personnel
landmines.
« Dr GeoffHugofor col laborative
re search on non-destructivein-
spectiontechniquesfor cor rosion
in ageing aircraft.
e Dr Bruce Fairlie for noise sup
pressioninopenair craft weapon

bays.

Mini-GPS for
USN program

B secuUNDO - Raytheon will
developaminiaturised GPSnaviga
tor with an adap tive anti-jam capa-
bility for the USAF Laboratories
MiniatureNavigator Demonstration
(MIND) program.

Under the $6.9 million program
researchand devel opment contract,
Raytheon Space and Air borne Sys-
temswill designand demon stratea
smaller, lighter, and more cost ef fec-
tiveweaponnav i gator systemthatis
capableof operatinginady namic,
high-speed  flight  environment
againgt var i ous GPSjammer thrests.

It will combine an integrated
24-channel GPSreceiver,aninertial

measurement unit, adaptive pro-
cessing algorithms, and anti-jam-
ming front end hard warethat will be
compatible with the future GPS
M-codesat el litesignals.

SAM 7slost —in
Iraq hands

\W ASHINGTON — The US mil ¢
tary isalarmed be causeit can’t find
a large number of shoulder-fired
anti-aircraft mis siles that were part
of Saddam Hussein's arsend, the
New York Times reported.

The failure to find the missiles,
which could number in the hun
dreds, is the main reason that the
Baghdad | nternational Airport re

mainsclosedtocommer cial traf fic.

USmil i tary of fi cersdonot know
how many missilesare missing be-
cause they do not know how many
therewerein Saddam’ sar senal.

But shoul der-fired missileshave
al ready beenfiredunsuccessfully at
incomingplanessev eral timesinre-
cent weeks. Most of theat tackshave
not been madepublic.

USof fi cia sareof fering US$500
for each missile — mostly Russian
designed SA-7s.

However an SA-7 can sl for
some US$5,000 on the black mar-
ket.

So far, 317 have been col lected,
while severd hundred more have
beenfoundinam mu ni tion dumps.

An SA-7 weighs about 13kg and
is less than two metres long.
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Governor-General’svision, part 1

(CANBERRA—Fol lowingisan
ed ited ver sion of the speech the
gover nor-general,Major-General
Mike Jeffrey (retd), gavetothe
Royal United Ser vicesIn sti tute of
Australia dinner.

“ Asagrandfather several times
over, I’ve spent many hours think
ing about the sort of coun try and
world my grandchil drenaregoing
to livein dur ing the coming 60 or
70 years of their lives. For exam
ple, | see a world:

» Many of whose countrieswill
comeunder increasingpressure
throughinad equatefreshwater

* Of nation statesformed asare
sult of the post-World War |1
carve-upthemselvesbreakingup
into tribal bound ariesand ha treds
» Of massivemove mentsof ref u
geesacrossland bor dersdisplaced
bywar, hunger anddisease

» Many of these new national
groupings—rifewith en demicand
systemiccor ruption—oper ating
without therule of law, bringing
povertyandmiserytotheir peoples
» And many of whose coun tries do
not havethetoolsto handle
globalisation and IT.

Concur rentwithall thisarethe
migration of HIV/AIDSand there
surgence of dis eases— such as mer
laria —that we thought had been
broughtunder control.

Of concernto usall isthe
spread of global ter ror ism, which—
byitsverynature—isfanati cal
and, therefore, notamenabletone
goti ationtowardspeaceful out
Comes.

| don’t want to deal with the
nor mal threat assessment, force
structure re sponse [but] thereare
several wider impli cationswe
should think about.

Thefirstistoengender inthe
wholeof Australiansoci etyade
siretobelongtoacountrythatis
seenasa“ Nationof Excel lence” .
What ever we do, wetry to do
better than the rest of the world.

Of criti cal impor tancewill be
therequirementtoremainanation
functioningunder theruleof law—
and that that exampleis seen and
respected by the arc and the rest of
theworld.

Thesec ond mat ter isto sup port

reformoftheSecurity Council of
the United Nations. If theworld
doesnot want a su per power of the
daytotakeunilat eral or mul ti lat
eral action against threats, thenthe
UN must be given the au thor ity and
theappropri atetool sto en surethat
hu man rightsand the dig nity of the
indi vidual aremaintained. It may
well bethat the East Timor and
Solomon Idands exampleswill pro
videmod elsfor UNinter vention.

Athird consider ationisto corr
tinueto de velop, main tain and
strengthen linksand di aloguewith
strategic-partner countries—such
asthe United Sates.

Thelastisen hancing our link-
agetothelndia/Chinaarc—are
gionthat representsahuge
oppor tunityfor Australia. Austra
lia'sinter estsrequireustolinkin
ev ery way we can with those two
countries—economi cally, diplomat
ically,militarily.

Pat ently, weneed an Australian
Defence Force—and |’ mat tracted

To next page

Gulf doubts
gpark database

\W ASHINGTON — The US De
fense Department is developing
electronic databases that may ex-
plainill nessesthat oc cur later af ter
deployments.

“The Gulf War illness question
was the driver for our whole soft -
ware development program,” Jeff
McClaflin,anindustrial hy gienistat
the National Naval Medical Center

said. The DOEHRS system will pro-
videoccupational andenvi ronmen
tal exposure histories for all DoD
personnel,militaryandcivilian.
The Web-based computer pro-
gram will support data collection,
storage and analysis of exposure
datatoreducefuturehealthrisks.
Part of the challenge in dealing
with Gulf War ill nesseswastry ingto
answer the health questions with
limited exposure data After
DOEHRS is fielded, similar situa
tionswould beeasier toinvesti gate.

Kuwait signs
for Apache

St Louis - Kuwat will buy 16
Boeing AH-64D Apache Longbow
combat heli copters.

The total program includes the
acqui s tionof theLongbow firecon
trol radar, ord nance(including Helk
fire missiles), spare parts, training
services and maintenance support.
Kuwait is the seventh international
defenseforceto select the AH-64D.
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Governor-General’svision, part 2

| From previous page

tothe con cept put for ward by Dr Mi-
chael Evans of the Land Warfare
Sudies Centre Duntroon, that such
a force should be simultaneously
globally attuned, regionally fo-
cussedandal li ance-oriented.
Australianforcesneed. . .three
fundamental securityobjectives.
Thefirstiscontinuing participa
tionincoalitionoper ations. These
sortsof coali tionoper ationsarenot
thekind we canal wayspredict or
planfor specifi cally. But each has
requireddeployableand sustain
able high-technology forces with
genuinecombat power —avail able
at short notice—to fit in seamlessly
withcoali tionpart ners. Andwith
off shore-deploymentandlogistic
capabilities.
Thesecondistorespondto
problemsand cri sesnearer home—
Bougainville and East Timor.

Thethirdmain—andongoing—
call onour security forceswill be
tohelp deal withthecontinuing
scourgeof global ter ror ism.

I joinall Australiansin com-
mendingAustralianandregional
partner efforts to bring the Sol 6
mon Is lands back fromthe brink.
Theenlight ened aspect of the Re-
gional AssistanceMissiontothe
Sol omonlslandsisthatit' satotal
plan —onethat ad dresses not just
theimmediate problems, suchas
therestorationof lawandor der,
but also the deeper causes of vi 6
lenceandinsti tutional break down.

| notethat under their existing
aidrelationship, AustraliaandPa
pua New Guinea will be work ing
onasimilarlybroadbasistoad
dress some of PNG'’ s core chal-
lenges, especiallyinthear easof
gover nance,lawandor der, justice,
fi nan cial management, andtheca
pacity of thepublicser vice.

Theassistancewe reprovid-
ing to our Pacific neigh boursis
time, ef fort and money well spent.

If Australiaistobecomein
volved in these short- to me-
dium-termdi rectcommitments,
the key chal lengewill beto en
sure we have peo ple equipped
and avail able to do the work. . .
thefor mation of acore—across
professionsand tradeskills—
who havedi rect knowl edgeand
experi encewiththeregion. Ju-
nior policeoffi cersandsol diers,
teach ersand nurses, and bureau
cratsandbankers, could usefully
spend timein coun tries such as
PNG, or wider afield, and then
returnfor fur ther stintsastheir
careersprogress.

Their careerscoulddevelopin
har monywiththeir over seas
counter parts—creating a senseof
trust, friend ship and mu tual un
derstanding.”
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PERTH — Af ter two years sup
porting the US MarineCorps
ThirdMarineExpeditionary
Force (I1l MEF) in the West ern
Pacific theatre, the 101-metre
Austal catamaran* WestPacEx
press’ hasbecomethefirstlarge,
high-speed vessel toberegistered
and flagged asa commer cial ship
inthe US.

The HSV wasfirst char tered in
July 2001 for a* proof of con-
cept” . TheMil i tary Sealift Com
mand then signed a three-year
charter in January2002. Are
quire ment wasthat the ves sel be
re-flagged to the United States, a
demanding pro cessthat hasbeen
achieved within the ship’snor mal
maintenanceperiods.

Jim Black, Austal Ser vice Man
ager, said everyaspect of the
ship’sdesignand con structionwas
rigor ouslyexamined bytheUnited
Sates Coast Guard Marine Safety
Center in Washington, DC. “ The
USCG had never previ ously sur-
veyed a light weight, high-speed

Westpac Expressdonsgars& bars

vehi cle-carryingvessel before,”
Black said. “ Ev ery oneof the

ship’ sdrawingswerescruti nised
indetail.

Thenewportof registryisMe
bile, Al a bamawhere Austal hasa
shipyardthat special isesinthe
constructionof high-performance,
aluminiumvesselsinajoint ven-
turewith Bender Shipbuildingand
Repair. Austal USA hasal ready
completed sixcommer cial vessels,
ranging from 25 to 43 metresand
isbuilding a 58 metrefast passenr
ger-vehiclecatamaran.

The die-
sel-powered, alu-
minium WestPac
Expresscanrap-
idly deploy a bat-
tal ion of 970
Marines and up to
550 tonnes of ve hi-
cles and equip-
mentinasingle
lift. The en hanced
capabilityand
shorter tran sit timesto and from ex
er cisesprovideMarineswithad di
tional op por tuni tiestotrainin
var i ouscli matesandter rain. The
tran sit from Oki nawa to South Ko-
reaaboardferryor amphibi ous
ship ping would take three days.
MovingaMarineinfantry bat-
tal ion by air would take 17 mil i tary
air craft. Bythesecondanni ver sary
of ar rival in Oki nawa—the ship
had cov ered 149,216 nauti cal
miles, losing only four hoursto
techni cal delaysintwoyears.

High hopesfor

Nato r eadiness

COLORADO SPRINGS - NATO
defenceministerstested their readi-
ness for crids, debating steps the
ColdWar d li ance must taketo send
anew com bat forceany whereinthe
worldatamoment’snotice.

The study seminar at Schriever
AFB on the edge of the Rocky
Mountains kicked off a two-day
meeting of ministers and military
chiefs from the 19 NATO nations

and the seven Eastern European
statesthat join their ranks next year.

Details of the four-hour “Dy-
namic Response’ 07" ex er cisewere
kept under wrapsto preservetheel e
ment of sur prisefor ministers. Itin
volved a terrorism and weap ons of
mass destruction scenario set in a
fictional country somewhereinthe
Mediterraneanor MiddleEast.

The ac tion takes place in 2007, a
year af ter NATO' splanned rapid re
ac tion force of up to 20,000 troops
forintensecombatisduetobefully
activated.

The$7 mil lionex er cisewasan ad
vancetest of NATO’s abil ity to over-
come likely political and military
dif ferenceswhen a crisis bresks and
deploy troopsout sideitshistoric Eur
ropean territory within five to 30
days.

The high-tech war-gaming base is
so secret that the military refusesto
publishpicturesof it.

The ministers sat in a circle in a
tent with largevideo screensand mil i-
tary chiefs from the 26 nations
involved observed from a building
nearby.
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LONDON —Thechief exec utiveof

the Airbus-backed Air Tanker con
sor tiumhas shocked the world of
Defenceprocurement bywarning
the Royal Air Force could face a
repeat oftheNimrodfi ascoif a
consor tiumled by Boeingand BAE
Systemswinsa£13hil lionor der to
sup plytheMinistry of Defencewith
air-to-airrefuel lingair craft.

Theexecutiveisnoneother than
theflamboy ant Robin Southwell, a
former BAES executive—at one
time head of BAE Australia—who
| eft the com pany sud denly while
sales chief for the Eurofighter Ty-
phoon. Now what he says also has
bear ingon Australia’ stanker
choice.

The 27-year PFI contract isthe
biggest UK mili tary procurement
deal inhistory.

Southwell then went on to rub
bish hisfor mer col leaguesby
claimingBritain couldloseout on

Surprisel Robin shootsfrom hip

ex port or dersworth bil lionsand the
oppor tunitytocreateanewrefuel-
lingindustryifthecontract went to
hisrivals.

AirTanker is made up of the Eu
ropeanaerospacegi ant EADS,
Thales UK, Cobham and
Rolls-Royce. Itisof fer ing the RAF
a fleet of 15-20 Airbus A330-200
aircraft to replaceitsageing Tristar
andVC10refud lingair craft.

Theri val Tanker Team, which
comprisesBoeing, BAE, Sercoand
SoectrumCapital, proposesa flegt
of 20 sec ond hand Boeing 767-300s
bought fromBritish Air ways.
Southwell claimed that be cause the
Tanker Team' shid would in volve
extensivere-engineeringof the
wingsof the 767 toac commo date
the new fuel tanks and re-fuelling
pods, it was a much riskier pre
posal.

“Itisavery complexbusi ness
messing around with largeand
ageingair craft,” hesaid. “ Just
think of what went wrong when
they did that tothe Nimrod.”

Thetax payer was forced to
write-off £700 mil lionin cost
over runson Nimrod, which isbe
ing con verted by BAE into a sur
veil lanceplane. By contrast,
Southwell claimed that
AirTanker’s bid was risk-free be
causetherewasno redesign of
the wing in volved, other than fit
ting the fuel pods.

Tanker Team claimsits bid
would save the UK tax payer £220
mil lion over thelife of the con
tract, be causeitisusing alarger
but cheaper and morever satile
secondhandair craft capabl eof
under takingcommer cial work
when not in ser vice with the RAF.

Hounds chase
Boeing' s Darleen

WASHI NGTON — Opponents to
the US Air Force tanker lease from
Boeing haveset outin pur suit of for-
mer Air Force official Darleen
Druyun. Boeing hired Druyun early
thisyear af ter she helped the Penta-
gon negotiate the controversia
multibilliondol lar deal toleaseBoe-
ing 767sas tank ers.

The National Legal and Policy
Center, a group opposing the lease
deal, released public records that
show Druyun agreed to sell her Vir-
ginia home to a Boeing attorney
whileshewas till work ing asan Air
Forceprocurementofficial.

The group said Druyun’s daugh-
ter and son-in-law work for Boeing,
whichthecom pany confirmed.

Members of the Senate Armed
Ser vicesCom mit tee, thelast of four
committeesrequiredtoapprove the
deal, say the deal may bein seri ous

trouble because the $22.4 hillion
plan to lease and then buy 100 Boe-
ing 767 tankers would cost the Air
Forcebil lionsof dol larsmore

ThePentagoninspectorgeneralis
also investigating whether Druyun
and Air Force officials improperly
sharedpropri etary datawithBoeing.

Boeing deniesthis. Druyun at tor
ney Wil liam Sheehan said hiscli ent
obeyed ethicsrules.

Boeing said it hired Druyun’s
daughter as a recruiterinNovember
2000 — well be fore the tanker lease
deal was con ceived. She had moved
to & Louis to be with her
then-fiance, who was al ready work-
ing for the com pany, he said.

Digsto get
mor e Javelins

TucsoN -A US Army letter o
agreement (LOA) will see Javdin
anti-tank wespons sold to Australia
for itsLand 40-1 re quire ment —adk
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rect fire guided weapon system for
theAustralianArmy’ sinfantry, caw
ary and commando units. Austra
lian special forceshaveal ready used
Javelins in combat in Afghanistan
andlrag.

The contract award to the
Raytheon-Lockheed Martin Javelin
Joint Ven ture isworth about US$60
million, making Australia the sev-
enth international customer.

“InAf ghani stanand Iraq the Jawv
elinnot only provedtobeasu perior
tank killer, but was extremely ef fee
tiveagainst buildingsandfieldfor ti-
fications and for surveillance
operations,” said Colonel Lloyd
McDanidls, US Army project man
aoe.

Raytheon Com pany, which leads
the joint venture, provides system
engineering management and sup-
port and the CLU, missileguidance
electronicunitand soft ware.

Lockheed Martin provides mis-
sileengi neeringand productionsup.
port, producesthemissileseeker and
assembly.



