
LOG JAM BREAKS
Sub de ci sion
clears way
for ASC sale
and ship plan

ADELAIDE – As the re vised
De fence Ca pa bil ity Plan
nears, the log jam is break -

ing,  clear ing the way for some over -
due prog ress in De fence. Last week
De fence Min is ter Sen a tor Rob ert
Hill handed a plum to his lo cal con -
stit u ency when he an nounced the
Aus tra lian Sub ma rine Cor po ra tion
has won the con tract worth up to
$3.5 bil lion over 25 years to re fit the 
Col lins sub ma rines.

The de ci sion, in it self not par tic -
u larly con tro ver sial, clears the way
for the sale of the ASC and clears
the way for the ra tion al is ation of the 
ship build ing and re pair in dus try.

Hill milked the an nounce ment
lo cally for all it was worth. He said
it “locked in the high tech end of our
in dus trial base for 25 years”.

“When you link it with DSTO,
which is based in South Aus tra lia,
and the very so phis ti cated air force
as sets we have at the SA airbase and
the mar i time sur veil lance air craft, it
en sures that South Aus tra lia plays a
lead ing role in de fence and de fence
in dus try for the fu ture,” he told a ra -
dio in ter viewer.

Hill also said ASC’s workforce
may be in creased as the Col lins
boats move into up grades.

“We’re plan ning to in stall a new
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NOWRA – Two big soft ware
builds are re quired be fore the
Royal Aus tra lian Navy’s 11
Seasprites can be fully op er a tional 
with the Anzac frig ates, Cap tain
Mark Camp bell, pro ject di rec tor,
said on Sat ur day. One team, led by 
CSC in Aus tra lia and an other by
Northrop Grumman in the US are
work ing to com plete builds 2B and 
2A re spec tively.

Northrop Grumman is mainly
in te grat ing com mu ni ca tions and
links aboard the 16m long,
6.4-tonne he li cop ters, while CSC
is in te grat ing weap ons and sys -
tems.

The chop pers won’t en ter full
ser vice un til De cem ber next year.
They are al ready three and a half
years late.

Kaman He li cop ters, of the US,
is the prime con trac tor for de liv ery 
and sup port of the ma chines,
which De fence Min is ter Rob ert
Hill de scribed as the most ad -
vanced, shipborne sys tem in the
world. Hill ac cepted pro vi sional
de liv ery of five of the fleet of 11,
which will be used for train ing and 
lim ited fleet use.

De spite the de lays, Hill said the 
pro ject, al though se ri ously late, is
still within the Aus tra lian $1.06
bil lion bud get, if not Kaman’s.

It was all a neat ex er cise in
spin. Hill and Navy chief
Vice-Admiral Chris Ritchie im -
plied it was worth the wait to get
the best he li cop ters of their type in
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De fence Min is ter Robert Hill “pro vi sion ally” ac cepts the
first Seasprite in a Nowra hangar.

  Soft ware key to Seasprite release
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com bat sys tem in the sub ma rines,”
he said. “We’re go ing to move to a
new state of the art tor pedo which
will re quire fur ther in  stal la tion
work and then ul ti mately a new set
of so nar senses as well.

“It puts the sub ma rine cor po ra -
tion in a very good po si tion to at
least be part of a so lu tion in terms of
our next big na val ship build ing
con tract which will be for air war -
fare de stroy ers and if that works out
it will lead to job in creases.

“The sub ma rine cor po ra tion has
unique as sets in terms of its highly
skilled la bour force. If you – in
some ways peo ple say sub ma rines
are more like an air craft than a ship
and the tech nol o gies that come with
that are rare and very valu able.

“The ship that co mes clos est to
that is the air war fare de stroyer. It
has ex traor di narily com plex com bat 
sys tems and ra dar sys tems and the
like and so you start see ing these as -
sets be ing net worked.

”The sub ma rines, the air war fare
de stroy ers, mar i time sur veil lance
as sets and two of the three are al -
ready head quar tered in South Aus -
tra lia.

Asked about the sale of the ASC,
Hill re plied: “We can sell it. We
wanted to give the pur chaser greater 
con fi dence in what they’re get ting
and the long-term con tract for sup -
port of the sub ma rines is clearly part 
of that pack age.

“We still have some out stand ing
is sues with Kockums on in tel lec tual 
prop erty. But it’s an other step to -
wards be ing able to pri va tise the fa -
cil ity. That in turn will even fur ther

strengthen it be cause the likely pur -
chaser will be a con sor tium of com -
pa nies.”

On the prac ti cal side, each re fit
will be con ducted on a 12-month
cy cle. The ini tial du ra tion of the
agree ment is for 15 years, with the
op tion to ex tend it for a fur ther 10
years. Each re fit of a sub ma rine
costs about $80 mil lion.

The six Col lins Class sub ma rines 
will be re fit ted ev ery seven years
over their 28-year lives.

Most of the es ti mated $3.5 bil -
lion will be spent in Adelaide. The
rest will be spent on other sub ma -
rine main te nance ac tiv i ties, in clud -
ing mid-cycle dock ings and other
con trac tor work, some in WA where
the sub ma rines are homeported.

HMAS Waller will be the first
sub ma rine to be re fit ted, start ing
late next year.
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 in the world. Hill said if you seek
“cut ting edge” tech nol ogy, you
must ac cept dif fi cul ties and de lay.

What he skated over was that
wiser buy ers usu ally con tract for
the best avail able and then seek
blue-sky im prove ments in up grades 
– ex pen sive les sons that JORN and
the Col lins sub ma rines must have
brought home. And at the same
time, the Anzac ships have been op -
er at ing for three years with out or -
ganic he li cop ters.

The Seasprites are de signed to
give the six Anzac-class frig ates an
over-the-horizon op er a tional view
and carry tor pedos and Nor we gian
Pen guin mis siles. They will have
only a lim ited an ti sub ma rine war -
fare ca pa bil ity, com pared with the
Sikorsky Seahawks on the FFGs..

A Seahawk mod i fi ca tion is also
se ri ously de layed, the Navy ad mit -
ted. Tenix De fence In dus tries is fit -
ting a for ward-looking in fra red
(FLIR) sen sor and also sen si tive
equip ment to de tect hos tile ra dars
and other elec tronic sig nals. The
work has been in prog ress for some 
years.

When Hill was ques tioned about 

what was hap pen ing,
he looked blank,
flipped the ques tion to
Ritchie and all looked
re lieved when act ing
DMO chief Rear Ad -
mi ral Kevin Scarce in -
ter jected: “De cem ber
’05”. The date seemed more to be
plucked out of the air in a pain -
fully comic, airside
pass-the-parcel than a firm es ti -
mate.      – John Stackhouse

Kick the tyres
(above), Hill and
crew; Pen guin
missile (be low)
and nose-on, ins-
ect-like view.
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SEATTLE – As Boe ing con sid ers
con vert ing 747-400s to carry 7E7
com po nents, the com pany has
launched a pro gram to con vert pas -
sen ger air craft to freight ers. The
con ver sions will also clear the way
for new en trants in the busi ness of
con vert ing 747s into ae rial tank ers.

The US Air Force is con sid ered
likely to pro pose a 747 tanker fleet as 
the main stay of fu ture op er a tions,
with the 767 tank ers be ing lim ited to
the 100 it now seeks to lease.

“This is an ex cel lent op por tu nity
for op er a tors with mod ern air planes
that may be un der uti lised be cause of 
the travel down turn we’ve seen dur -
ing the past two years,” said Mike
Cave, se nior VP Boe ing Com mer -
cial Avi a tion Ser vices.

“There has been tre men dous cus -
tomer in ter est in Boe ing of fer ing a
747-400 pas sen ger to freighter mod -
i fi ca tion, and with a Boe ing up -
grade,” Cave said.

Freighter con ver sions com prise
about two thirds of the world’s cargo
fleet. The fu ture large freight ers such 
as the 747-400 will see the fleet
equally di vided be tween pro duc tion
and con verted freight ers.

The 747-400 Spe cial Freighter is
ex pected to be cer ti fied and en ter
ser vice in late 2005. The first cus -
tom ers should launch late this year.

Boe ing and TAECO in Xiamen,
China, will con vert the pro gram’s
first three air craft, with Boe ing pro -
vid ing de tailed en gi neer ing de sign
work and over sight, and TAECO
pro vid ing touch la bour.

The freighter con ver sion will get
a side cargo door and lay out iden ti -
cal to the 747-400 pro duc tion
freighter, with 30 pal lets on the main 
deck and com pa ra ble vol ume. The
lon ger up per deck of the Spe cial
Freighter will have  seat ing for  19.

Also in cluded is a strength ened
main-deck door, full main-deck lin -
ing, pro vi sions for a new cargo han -
dling sys tem and flight sys tems.

The 747-400 Spe cial freighter
will have an es ti mated ca pac ity of
113 tonnes, struc tural pay load at a
de sign range of 4,100 nau ti cal miles
(7,600km) and a 394,625kg MTOW.
• Bedek Avi a tion in Is rael of fers a
-400SF con ver sion which is now
be ing quoted – in clud ing the cost of
a used 747-400 – at US$56 mil lion
apiece.
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SYDNEY – Ru mours have been
buzz ing that Qantas plans to spin
off Qantas De fence as a sep a rate
en tity. This did n’t hap pen, when
CEO Geoff Dixon an nounced a
sweep ing re-organisation of the
air line least week. But it cleared
the way for De fence and other,
sub sid iary Qantas busi nesses to be
sold off, if re quired.

Qantas has some solid De fence
con tracts, in clud ing en gine and
air frame main te nance and op er at -
ing the VIP fleet (which is some -
thing no one wants to talk about
since a tow ing ac ci dent clipped the 
rud der of the PM’s BBJ).

In in ter views, Dixon said the
air line needs to fo cus on its core
air line busi ness and sep a rate the
non-airline ac tiv i ties.

Dixon named four core busi -
nesses
• Qantas Air lines (the main in ter -
na tional and do mes tic op er a tions)
• QantasLink, the re gional car rier 
(which in ci den tally took a blow in
the week when con trac tor Ho ri zon
went into ad min is tra tion)
• Aus tra lian Air lines (the in ter na -
tional, low-cost lei sure car rier)
• A pro posed do mes tic, low-cost
car rier to chal lenge Vir gin, which
could be a re vived Im pulse
• There are also two fly ing ser -
vices busi nesses: en gi neer ing,
tech ni cal ops and main te nance and 
air ports and ca ter ing.
• And four as so ci ated busi nesses:
freight, Qantas Hol i days, Qantas

De fence Ser vices and Qantas Con -
sulting.

Each of the non-core en ter -
prises will get “an in crease in au -
ton omy”, Dixon said, “[which]
will be cou pled with strong per for -
mance tar gets. . . 

“Each busi ness will have its
own profit and loss state ment and
bal ance sheet and be fully ac count -
able for its per for mance and con -
tri bu tion to the Qantas Group.”

The move has im pli ca tions such
as Qantas Main te nance look ing to
outsource in ter na tion ally much of
its work – a move that may be
forced by the age ing of en gi neer ing 
staff (in part be cause of Qantas cut 
backs in ap pren tices).

  Qantas De fence gets ‘au ton omy’

Cathay flies
to Beijing
HONG KONG – Cathay Pa -
cific Air ways has re ceived ap -
proval to re sume flights to
Beijing af ter a 13-year ab sence
from the main land.

Cathay said it hoped to op er -
ate three round trips from Hong 
Kong to Beijing a week be fore
the end of this year. It is await -
ing slots at Beijing air port.

Dragonair op er ates seven
round trips a day to China’s
cap i tal.

Dragonair, in which Cathay
owns 17.79 per cent and China
Na tional Avi a tion Corp holds 43 
per cent, is the only Hong Kong
car rier fly ing to main land
China. When Cathay bought
into Dragonair around 1990 it
trans ferred its rights to that
car rier be cause Hong Kong’s
one car rier, one route pol icy ap -
plied to lo cal air lines.

The China and Hong Kong
gov ern ments are still in talks on
pos si ble Cathay flights to the
main land Chi nese cit ies of
Xiamen and Shang hai.

Mis sile dan ger? ‘No way’ – maker



Vir gin cleared
for sea flights
BRISBANE – Vir gin Blue has
been given a 90-minute ETOPS
clear ance for di rect rout ing over
land and for sea cross ings. The
CASA ap proval is for flights of up
to two hours, sin gle-engine flight
time from the near est air port.

Vir gin says the ETOPS ex emp -
tion ap plies to all its fleet of 35 Boe -
ing 737 aircraft, which have an
av er age age of less than two years.

ETOPS clears the way for Vir gin
to fly to New Zea land and the Pa -
cific is lands un der its Pa cific Blue,
its New Zea land sub sid iary.

Iraq wide boy
rounds up SAMs
DOHUK – An Iraqi ci vil ian with
an eye to the main chance rounded
up 188 SA-7 sur face-to-air mis siles. 
The ci vil ian came to the co ali tion
forces and wanted $250 a mis sile.

 “He claimed to be able to get his
hands on any where be tween 1,000
and 2,000 rock ets,” a US com -
mander said. “Ev ery body thought
he was jok ing un til the mis siles
started com ing in.”

The field troops got trapped into
book work. They had to re cord the
se rial num ber of each mis sile it
could be loaded on to trucks.

Changi shakes
off SARS
SINGAPORE – The num ber of
pas sen gers pass ing through Sin ga -
pore’s main Changi air port was up
75 per cent in the third quar ter from
the sec ond, as the re gion re cov ers
from the SARS out break.

Sin ga pore Air port Ter mi nal Ser -
vices pre dicts a surge in pas sen gers
dur ing the year-end hol i days.

The Sin ga pore Air lines as so ci ate
re ports traf fic is up more than 75
per cent in the last month and is rap -
idly ap proach ing lev els be fore the
flu-like dis ease was first dis cov ered
in South east Asia.
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CUXHAVEN – A Global Hawk
landed at Nordholz air base in
Ger many on Wednes day af ter a
20-hour, 53-minute flight across
the At lan tic from Ed wards Air
Force Base, Ca lif. It will be gin a
ground sur veil lance dem on stra tion 
for the Ger man Min is try of De -
fence (MoD), which plans to pro -
duce a Global Hawk-derived
sen sor plat form called Euro Hawk.

The three-week pro gram will
test an ELINT sen sor pro duced by
the Eu ro pean de fence gi ant EADS,
which Northrop Grumman fit ted to
the flight ve hi cle in the US.

Ger many wants to test the fea si -
bil ity of us ing UAVs to per form
high-altitude, long-endurance
(HALE) wide-area sur veil lance. 

The test pro gram will also ex -

plore how Global Hawk can op er -
ate in the dense Eu ro pean air
traf fic con trol en vi ron ment as it
climbs to and de scends from its
65,000ft op er at ing ceil ing.

Pro posed by Northrop
Grumman and EADS, Euro Hawk
will be based on the RQ-4B model
Global Hawk. The Ger man MoD is 
us ing con ven tional manned plat -
forms to per form ELINT mis sions.

Ahead of its de ploy ment to
Nordholz, the ELINT-equipped
Global Hawk per formed sev eral
suc cess ful test flights in the US. 

Dur ing an early test pro gram,
Global Hawk flew across the At -
lan tic on a na val ex er cise but re -
turned to a US base. Later it was to 

fly the Pa cific to Ed in burgh, SA,
and then see ac tion in Af ghan i stan
and Iraq.

In the US, USAF is test in g
Global Hawk with di rect links to a
J-STARS sur veil lance air craft. The
con cept is for the J-STARS op er a -
tor to task the UAV to check out a
sus pected tar get and pro vide more
data than the air craft’s sen sors can 
yield.

Global Hawk is get ting big ger
wings with a pay load in creased
from 2400 pounds to 3000,
Northrop Grumman points out this
is get ting close to the 4000 pounds
of the U2 manned air craft.

It will still have a 30-hour flight 
du ra tion.
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So nar whale
haz ard eased
WASHINGTON – The US Navy
has agreed to use a new long-range,
low-frequency so nar only in an area
along the east ern sea board of Asia,
un der a court-ordered agree ment
with an en vi ron men tal ist group
seek ing to pro tect sea mam mals.

The Nat u ral Re sources De fense
Coun cil (NRDC) said the navy will
limit use of the new so nar sys tem to
spe cific ar eas along the east ern sea -
board of Asia (around North Ko rea
and China).

The navy agreed not to use the so -
nar off Ha waii, where it had been
per mit ted to test and train with the
sys tem, and it also agreed to cer tain
sea sonal and coastal ex clu sions.
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Boe ing line
takes to air
EVERETT – Boe ing has taken a
leaf out of the Airbus book with its
de ci sion to bring all the com po -
nents of its new 7E7 to fi nal as sem -
bly from sup pli ers by air.
Sub stan tial com po nents are ex -
pected to be as sem bled in It aly and 
Ja pan, while some smaller parts
will come from Aus tra lia.

Airbus has been mov ing sec -
tions of its air craft from around
Eu rope to Toulouse and Ham burg
since its in cep tion, us ing spe cially
built con ver sions such as its lum -
ber ing Be luga trans port.

Boe ing pro jects sav ings of 20 to 
40 per cent, com pared with tra di -
tional ship ping, truck and rail, with 
de liv ery times of as lit tle as one

day, in stead of up to 30 days.
The sav ings will al low the ini -

tial 7E7 in vest ment in the air
trans por ta tion as sets to be re -
couped in the first few years of
pro duc tion, said Mike Bair, se nior

vice pres i dent of the 7E7 pro gram.
Boe ing will rely on at least three 

mod i fied 747-400s to move the 7E7 
com po nents. It has not de ter mined
de tails such as as set own er ship or
where the 747s will be mod i fied.

HeadsUp is free. Invite your colleagues to e-mail us
to go on the distribution lists.

You are also free to circulate HeadsUp on your local area networks.
Please acknowledge HeadsUp, if you are quoting any material,

which otherwise you are free to do.

Aeroflot’s first A319 takes off on its de liv ery to Rus sia,
dwarfed by the Be luga freighter, which Airbus uses to
trans port components. Now Boe ing is get ting into the act.

How China built rocket pro gram
BEIJING – China’s rocket pro gram, which cli maxed last week
with the launch of manned, or bital space flight, has or i gins that go
back to 1955. Chi nese-born, US rocket ex pert Tsien Hsue-sen,
co-founder of NASA’s Jet Pro pul sion Lab o ra tory, left the US for
China, af ter ac cu sa tions of com mu nist sym pa thies.
• 1956-58: So viet Un ion pro vides in ter me di ate-range bal lis tic
mis sile to China for study.
• 1960: China launches its first rocket de spite end of So viet aid.
• 1968: Re search cen ter es tab lished to pre pare for manned space
flight, but the pro gram was can cel led.
• 1970: China be came the fifth coun try to launch a sat el lite into
space.
• 1992: Manned pro gram launched un der code-name Pro ject 921.
• 1995: Rus sia agrees to as sist China, train s Chi nese as tro nauts.
• Nov. 20, 1999: Suc cess ful flight of un manned Shenzhou 1.
Three un manned flights fol low.
• Oct. 15, 2003: Shenzhou 5 launches into or bit with air force
Lieu ten ant Col o nel Yang Liwei, 38. China be comes,  third na tion
to put a man in space, af ter the for mer So viet Un ion and the US.



Rich mond gets
$35m up lift
CANBERRA – The gov ern ment
has com mit ted $35 mil lion to re tain
op er a tional ca pa bil ity at RAAF
Base Rich mond. The money will go

into of fice and work ing ac com mo -
da tion, in dus trial fa cil i ties for air -
craft main te nance, per son nel
sup port and the up grade of en gi neer -
ing ser vices.

Con struc tion is due to start by
mid dle of next year and be com -
pleted by De cem ber 2006.

The Par lia men tary Sec re tary to
the Min is ter for De fence, Fran
Bailey, an nounc ing the ap proval of
the Pub lic Works com mit tee, said
the aim is to en sure that RAAF Base 
Rich mond “de liv ers the nec es sary
op er a tional ca pa bil ity for De -
fence”.

HeadsUp 282 – Page 6

SYDNEY – Bell He li cop ter is ex -
pected shortly to com plete a
full-scale model of its Ea gle Eye,
tilt-rotorUAV. The com pany needs
to  fly a dem on stra tor to val i date its 
seven-eighths scale model.

Bell wants more vis i bil ity for the 
de sign which ap par ently has not
been far ing well in re cent com pe ti -
tions. It failed to be se lected as part 
of a bid for an Army UAV when the
more vis i ble, Northrop Grumman
Fire Scout he li cop ter was se lected.

The US Coast guard Deep water
pro gram has nom i nated EagleEye
and the US Marines ini tially se -
lected it. But the Marines’ se lec tion 
is back in the melt ing pot.

Bell has faced re peated crit i cism 

for pro jec tions of Ea gle Eye per for -
mance based on the scale fly ing
pro to type. The com pany has been
stretched by the de lays and re views 
of the Marines’ Os prey pro gram
and other de vel op ments.

It was not known how many cop -
ies of the new dem on stra tor will be
built un der the new plans.

Mean while, a Northrop Grum-
man team has been vis it ing Aus tra -
lia to brief on the Fire Scout, based 
on a light, com mer cial he li cop ter.

Northrop says the Navy is or der -
ing a batch of three-bladed RQ-8A
Fire Scouts, with some of the ad -
vanced, RQ-8B four-bladed ro tor

ver sions com ing along later.
The Army se lec tion is for a

team led by Boe ing and Sci ence
Ap pli ca tions In ter na tional Cor -
po ra tion. Northrop Grumman
will sup ply seven RQ-8Bs for the
pro ject and its Elec tronic Sys tems 
arm will carry out the ae rial sys -
tems in te gra tion, in stall ing the
re con nais sance and tar -
get-acquisition sys tems.

Fire Scout has so far made
more than 75 test flights. The
con cept is to op er ate three of the
ae rial ve hi cles in a flight at bri -
gade level in the army, with a sin -
gle ground sta tion.

 Bell pushes EagleEye as FireScout soars
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BAES briefs
on Air 9000
ADELAIDE – BAE Sys tems Aus -
tra lia has com pleted a three-week
pro gram of sup plier con fer ences to
brief small to me dium en ter prises in
Aus tra lia’s mil i tary air sup port in -
dus try base as more than 150 SMEs
for mally reg is tered as po ten tial sup -
pli ers in the Air 9000 pro ject.

The Air 9000 pro gram aims to ra -
tion al ise the Aus tra lian De fence
Force’s mil i tary he li cop ter fleet, re -
duc ing the num ber of he li cop ter
types and sim pli fy ing their life time
sup port.

BAES is lead ing the team of fer -
ing the AgustaWestland EH101 as
the new troop-lift he li cop ter and
even tual re tire ment of the Army’s

Sikorsky Blackhawks.
BAES’s Pat rick Stringer sees

Aus tra lian par tic i pa tion fo cus ing on
tech nol o gies such as soft ware de vel -
op ment and elec tron ics.

“The know-how and in tel lec tual
prop erty is cre ated in Aus tra lia and
re mains ours to ex ploit in ter na tion -
ally,” he said.

The sup plier con fer ence pro cess
sought to match SMEs with the in -
dus try ini tia tives of fered to the fed -
eral gov ern ment in the Agusta
Westland AIR 9000 bid.

“Our con fer ences were aimed
spe cif i cally at small and re gional
busi ness and we have 150 po ten tial
new en trants into the global aero -
space econ omy,” Stringer said.

“This is in line with the in dus try
out comes sought by gov ern ment un -
der AIR 9000.”

Ty phoon grounded
for big dis play
MADRID – The Eurofighter Ty -
phoon has been grounded af ter the
dis cov ery of a land ing gear soft ware
prob lem.

Spain, a part ner in Eurofighter,
had planned to fly the fighter as one of 
the centrepieces of its na tional day
pa rade.

Spain re cently took de liv ery of the
first of 87 Ty phoons.

The ground ing came as  Sin ga pore 
re cently in cluded Typhoon in its
three-type short list, along side Rafale
and gthe F-15.

The first pro duc tion ver sion of the
Eurofighter has ex pe ri enced a num -
ber of glitches, in clud ing prob lems
launch ing its weap ons.
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AMSTERDAM – NATO is to
form an in te grated force of ships,
fight ers and 9000 troops to meet
se cu rity threats wher ever they
blow up.

NATO com mander, US Marines 
Gen eral James Jones, said the
birth of the NATO Re sponse Force
(NRF) was “one of the most im -
por tant changes” in the or gani sa -
tion since its found ing Wash ing ton
Treaty was signed 54 years ago.

“The NRF will give the al li ance 
the mil i tary ca pa bil ity to do what
it could not be fore: in sert mil i tary
forces into a de te ri o rat ing sit u a -
tion ear lier in a cri sis, with more
speed, at greater ranges and with
more sustainability than ever be -
fore.”

Jones handed the new force’s

flag to its com mander, Gen eral
Jack Deverell, dur ing a cer e mony
at the 19-nation al li ance’s north -
ern head quar ters in Brunssum, the 
Neth er lands.

The NRF – le thal, ag ile and
ready to be de ployed to hotspots
within five days – is to be come
fully op er a tional by Oc to ber 2006. 
Even tually, it is planned for have a 
mul ti na tional force of 20,000. 

Jones said some coun tries with
cum ber some and time-consuming
par lia men tary pro ce dures for
author is ing mil i tary ac tion
abroad, such as Ger many, Hun -
gary, the Neth er lands and Tur key,
had agreed to con sider mak ing ex -
cep tions for the NRF.

The “pro to type” force pa raded
last week is not yet ready for
high-intensity com bat.How ever, it
could be de ployed for non-combat
res cue and hu man i tar ian cri ses, or
as a deterrent show of force.

Of the 14 na tions in the start-up
force, Spain will make the big gest
con tri bu tion with 2,200 troops as
well as ships and air craft. France
will be next with 1,700 per son nel.
Spain will com mand the mar i time
com po nent and Tur key the land
forces.

The US will pro vide only 300
troops. Jones said US units are tied
up in Iraq. It will, how ever, con trib -
ute key tech nol ogy now and more
troops later.

 NATO ready force fills its ranks

This is your ban ner ad. Noth ing fancy. But click on the 
hyperlink and you can go any where in the wide, wide
world.

Let’s go flying!

http://www.cathaypacific.com
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Pic to rial round-up

5hr 30m on sin gle en gine
SEATTLE – The Boe ing 777-300ER now on flight

test, has com pleted the lon gest en gine-out dem on stra -
tion flight ever in sup port of ETOPS cer tif i ca tion. It flew
more than five hours with one of its two en gines shut
down dur ing the 13-hour Se at tle to Tai pei test flight.
The crew shut down one of the two Gen eral Elec tric
GE90-115B en gines for 330 min utes, fly ing on the other 
en gine. ETOPS al lows air lines to fly twin-engine air craft 
on routes that at some point take those planes more
than 60 min utes fly ing time from the near est air port.

As Aus tra lia’s Air 9000 pro ject nears 
de ci sion, Sikorsky has re leased the
first pic tures of its ad vanced
UH-60M Black Hawk, a likely
can di date.

H-1 up grade com pletes tests
PATUXENT RIVER – You can’t keep a grand old
he li cop ter down. A new gen er a tion of re built H-1s will
come as the lat est mod els, the Bell AH-1Z Super Co bra
and the UH-1Y Super Huey com plete their H-1 Up grade
tests.
Soon they will en ter the op er a tional eval u a tion phase, the 
last mile stone be fore a full-rate pro duc tion de ci sion next
year. The other UH-1Y and two AH-1Z test air craft at
Pax River are com plet ing the fi nal mods and are all
ex pected to be fly ing by the end of the year.
The H-1 Up grades test team has achieved more than
1,300 flight test hours with five air craft (three AH-1Z
and two UH-1Y test air craft). The test air craft have flown 
220 knots, ma noeuv red from -0.4 to +3.5 Gs and been to
10,000 feet.

The RAN’s new Kaman
Seasprite went through its
paces at Nowra, flown by
the RAN’s test crew from
the US

Chop pers make the news


