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Bully for
tanks; but
keep your
fingers
crossed

NBERRA — The late-week | — = ==
unveil ingof theDefenceCa [

pability Plan — on a Friday
lunchtime—showedthegov ernment
hastaken atwo-way bet on theideo-
logica differences between com-
mitment to the region and distant
ad ventures, whiletip pingitscapto
theformer.

TheArmy istoget probably 100
tanks. But |et’ shope no onesug gests
we should com mit an ar moured bri-
gade half way acrosstheworld.

Just in case, the Navy is to re-
place eventually the mixed-bag of
transports such as HMAS Tabruk,
Manooraand Kanimbla withbig ger
trans ports. But thelat ter will be in
service until 2015. Hopefully they
will bebuiltin Australia

And (fingerscrossed!) theRAAF
isto phase out the F-111s af ter 2010,
as long as the F/A-18 upgradesand
new weapons systems provide an
adequatecapability.

“The review reaf firmedthat the
defence of Austraia and regional
requirementsshould bethepri mary
drivers of force structure.” Defence
Minister RobertHill said.

“The review identified an in
creased requirement to strengthen

DCP, to Page 2

The Super Seasprite landed onboard the Anzac-classfrig ate
HMAS Warramunga at Gar denlslandin Syd neyto
commenceshipboardtri alswhichincludelanding,
lash-down and stow age pr o ce duresonboard the ANZAC
classwar ships. The Super Seaspriteisfrom 805

‘Check mates' Squad ron, based at HMAS Al batross.

Strapped USAF to buy 80 tankers

W ASHINGTON — The Bush ad
ministrationhascompromisedon
a plan for the US Air Force to
lease 100 Boeing767refuel ling
tank ers. The Pentagonwill buy 80
of the planes and lease only 20.

Thisclearsthemainob staclein
theway of Boeing'sof fer of the
sameKC-767-300tank ersto the
RAAF for Air 5402.

Thecompromisewill cut the
cost of the US$21 hil lion Air Force
plan by at least $3 bil lion and may
save as much $5 bil lion over 15
years, de pend ing on whenthe
planes are bought in.

The agree ment also endstwo
yearsof politi cal wrangling over
thepro posal, which Viet namflier
hero Senator JohnMcCainand

Tankers, Page 3

other op po nentscalled a sweet-
heart deal for Boeing dur inga
downturnintheavi ationindustry.

“ Four-fifths of a victory,”
hailed McCain, an Ar i zona Repub-
li canwho sitson the Sen ate Armed
ServicesCommittee.

McCain said the Sen ate “ will
nottol er atebackroomdeal and
pol icy-making done in the dead of
night—par ticularlyat consider-
ableexpensetotaxpayers’ .

TheAir Forceini tially objected
to the scaled-down plan, saying it
wouldrequirelargepay ments
upfront and could force the mil ¢
tary to cut back on other pro-
grams.

RAN pictoe
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theeffectiveness and sustainability
of the Army, to pro vide air de fence
protection to deploying forces, to
enhancetheliftrequirementfor de-
ploy mentsand to po si tionthe Aus.
tralian Defence Force to exploit
emerging Network CentricWar fare
advantages.

“In undertaking the review, the
Governmenthas drawn heavily on
the ad vice of the Chief of the De-
fence Force and the Ser vice Chiefs.
The Government has aso been
mindful to strike the balance be
tween maintaining preparedness
andlongertermcapabil ity.

On the Navy, Hill said the gov -
ernment has accepted advice from
the Chief of Navy to to strengthen
its defensiveairwarfarecapabil ity.
The anti-ship missile defence pro-
jectswill becom plemented by:

« SM2 missiles to four of the
Navy’'s guided missile frigates
(FFGs).

e acquisition of three air warfare
destroyers.

“The FFGs will be improved in
Australia and the Government's
strong pref er enceisto build theair
warfare destroyers in Augralia,
whichwill providesignifi cantwork
for Austraia's shipbuilding indus
try,” Hill said. “ The coreof thecom-
bat system for the air warfare
destroyers will be US designed —
probably a vari ant of the Aegis air
warfaresystem.”

Toprovideoff sets, thetwooldest
FFGs will be laid off from 2006
when the last of the new ANZAC
frigatesisdeliv ered. Navy will also
lay up two minehunter coastal ves-
sels, which could be brought back
into ser vice should the need arise.

“The Government proposes to
enhance Navy's amphibious capa
bility by replacingHMAS Tobruk
with a larger amphibious vessel in
2010andsuccessively replacingthe
two LPAs HMAS Manoora and
Kanimbla with a sec ond larger am-

phibi ousship and asealift ship.

“Thefleet oiler HMASWestralia
will be re placed through the ac qui-
sitionof another operatingbutenvi
ronmentally  sustainable  oiler,
whichwill berefittedin Australia

“In such circumstances, the Air
Force has advised that by 2010 -
with full introduction of the
AEW&C air craft, the new air-to-air
refuellers, com pletion of the F/A-18
Hor netupgradeprogramsincluding
the bombs improvement program
andthesuc cessful integrationof a
stand-off strike weapon on the
F/A-18s and AP-3C - the F-111
could bewith drawn from ser vice.

“By that time the Air Force will
haveastrongand ef fectiveland and
mar i timestrikecapabil ity. Thiswill
enablewithdrawingthe F111 a few
years earlier than envisagedinthe
WhitePaper.”

Hill also confirmedeventual re-
place ment of the AP-3 Orions with
a mix of Globa Hawks and some
other air craft, inthe next de cade.

CANBERRA—TheAustraliaDe
fenceAssoci ationwel comedthe
DefenceCapabil ityReview. Execu
tivedi rector Neil Jamesdescribed
the state ment as sev eral common
sensedecisions’ .

“ Thedeci sionsto hardenthe
army using acombined armsap.
proach, mod erniseand sub stan
tiallyincreaseour amphibi ousand
sealiftcapabilities, proceedwith
threeair war faredestroy ersand
keeptheF111 strategic bomber
forceuntil at least 2010, arepar tic-
ularlywel come andin somecases
well over due.

“ All thesede ci sionsaresound,
common sense stepstoretainor im
provestrategicandoper ational
bal anceandver satil ityinthe ADF

“Thegeneral deci sionthatthe
ADF must be ca pa bleof deploying,
lodgingandsustaining Australian
forcesoff shoreareawell over due
acknowl edgementofreal ity...a
consideredandlogi cal rejectionof
thenar rowthinkingthat prevailed
through out the 1980s and 1990s.

“ TheAssoci ationalsonotes
withconsider ablereliefthegovern
ment’ sclear assur ancethat their
decisionsin thisre view drew on the
ad vice of the Chief of Defence
Force and the Ser vice Chiefs.

“ This has of ten not been the
case over the last two to three de
cadeswhentheconsidered and dis
passionateprofessional adviceof
the CDF and Ser vice Chiefs was of
tendisregarded, and ADF capabit
itydevel opmentdeci sionswere
driveninstead by nar rowideolog
cal andbureaucraticagendas.

“ Several subjectsnot mentioned
areper hapshighlighted bytheir
omission.

“[Most of] thedeci sionsarere-
ally con cerned with managing ca
pabil ity devel opment out to2010.
Someindi cationofthegoverm
ment’ sthink ing for the not too dis
tant fu ture would have been
welcome.

“Thetopic of over all defence

fundingisnot mentioned, specif
cally any increasesindefencefund-
ing to close the $A107 bil lion gap
between thefundspromisedinde
fence white pa pers since 1987 and
thefunding delivered.

“ Thean nouncement dwellson
hardwareand plat forms, withvir tu-
ally nomention of peopleand
sustainability, the other two as pects
of capabil ity. Thesize of the ADF
will havetoincreaseiftheoper a
tional tempo and range of over seas
deploy mentsneedstocontinue.

“ The sub marineforcewas not
mentioned. The ADA assumesthis
means no change.

“ Therewasno men tion of the
increasinglyur gentand necessary
steps that need to be taken to ra
tional iseand empower ADF com
mand struc tures, free themfrom
bureaucraticinter fer enceandre
formthe bloated andrel atively un-
responsivecivilianbureaucracyin
theDepart ment of Defence.”
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Comment
SYDNEY—The glar ing
omissionisanyreconsider a
tion of the way the ADF isto
go about heavy-lift .

In particular,therehave
been studiesabout using Aus
tralian high-speedvesselsto
transportand sup port forces
of uptoaugmentedbattal ion
strength and de ploy them with
heli coptersandlandingves
sels. But the Navy prefersto
godown thetradi tional, and
vul ner ablepath of con vent
tional ships.

We have the US
Army and the US
Marinesbeatinga
pathtoAustralian
shipbuildersfor our
high-speed ships.
Even af ter Jer vis
Bay, leased into ser-
vice, made possible
theTimor oper ation.

Both theUS
Army and Marines
areoper atingboth
heli coptersand
landingcraftfrom
their Incat and
Austal vessels.

By the time deci-
sionsarebeing
madeon last- gen er-
ation supportships,
theUSNawy'sLitto
ral Com bat Ships
will betak ing shape
with Australianin
put. Which we seem
intentonignoring.

There are also
plansto buyin Boe-
ing 747sto con vert
locallytanker-
transports.

While theworld
isbuyingthiskit,
the ADF will be
locked into the con-
ventional,inflexible
strait-jacket of the
last cen tury.—John
Stackhouse

USAF to get tank ers, from Page 1

But af ter lob by ing fromtheWhite
Houseandinfluential legislators,the
Pentagon backed down.

Deputy DefenseSecretary Paul
Wolfowitz said the Air Force will
|lease20 planesimmedi ately and buy
11to13air craftayear. Thefirst
tanker —which Boeing hasal ready
built and flownto Wichitafor modi fi-
cations—could bedeliveredinlate
2005. Thefi nal planesare ex pected
by 2014.

To pay for the planes, the Defense
Depart mentwouldincreaseitsac qui-

si tionbud get by atotal of $10bil lion
over six years, Wolfowitz said. It was
not clear what other mil i tary pro
grams, if any, would have to be cut to
help meet thosein creased ex penses.

Thetanker deal will bein cluded a
bill authorising 2004 de fense pro-
grams. House-Senatenegoti ators
worked out an agree ment on the bill
Thursday, and the Houseisex pected
toapproveit Fri day. TheSenatewill
probably consider thehill early this
weekand Hill ex pertspredict the
compro misewill gothrough.

o EeE SRS EDwW FiEl
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M ELBOURNE — Air safety will
be boosted and theworld avi ation
industryissettosavemil lionsof
dol larswiththedevel opment by
Tenix and CHRO of an air borne
vol canicgasandashdetector.

Undetectedvol canicashin
flightpathshascost air linesmore
than $250 mil lion asen ginesin-
gestedsil i catepar ti clesintheash.

Vol ca nic ash also scourswind
screens, damageinstruments. In
somein stances, ash has caused
com plete loss of power on jets.

The CSRO-devel oped
Ground-basedInfra-Red Detection
(G-bIRD) systemisdesigned for
instal lationinar easwherehazard

No onewantsfour-enginegliders

ousvol canic gasand ash may be
present,includingroutesacross
the North and South Pa cific.

Tenix trialled the deviceinHa-
waii and Guamear lier thisyear
and more re cently at the base of Mt
EtnainScily.

Tenixisworkingwithcommer-
cial and government part nersto
make G-bIRD avail ableat cities
andair portsnear vol canoes, to
provideearlywarninganddata
about thenatureandlo cation of
ashand sul phur di oxideclouds.

Tenix Group MD Paul Salteri
saysthat anav er age of at least one

vol canoerupted somewhere
around the world each week, haz
ardingair linetraffic.

Thetechnol ogywasdevel oped
in Australiainthe 1990sby CS RO
AtmosphericResearchsci entists
headed by Dr Fred Prata. Tenix
joined themul ti mil lion-dollar de
vel op ment 12 monthsagoandis
responsi blefor commer ciali sation.

Thetech nol ogy may also be
usedfor environmental monitoring
of sul phur di oxideand sulphuric
acid (acid rain) cloudsto warn
asthma and other re spi ratory suf
ferers.

Not enough
Indiansin AF

NEw DELHI — The Indian Air
Force has been strug gling to sign up
new recruits because of concern
about its frequent arcraft crashes.
The air force is short of a few hun-
dred officers though officialy it
saysthereareno prob lems.

ThelAFcommissionedasur vey
to find out why too few promising
young peo plewant aser vicecareer.

“There was a presumption that
brightyoungstersarenot attractedto
thel AFbecauseof thelower pay (as
compared with the corporate sec-
tor). But we were wrong,” air force
chief S. Krishnaswamy said..

AccidentsinvolvinglAFfighters
— mainly the MiG-21s — have put
youth off joining up.

At last 273 MiGs, nicked named
“fly ing cof fins,” werelostin crashes
between 1991 and 2003, killing
more than 100 pi lots.

Kiwisalso
go shopping

WELLINGTON — The New Zea-
land Ministry of Defence's shop-
ping list highlights an aerting and
cueing systemfor the Mistral very
low level air defence system
(VLLADS) a ready in-service.

The budget provision is NZ$12
mil lion. Systemsre searchwascon
ductedin April 2003. Eval uationis
expected to be concluded by De
cember.

NZ hasselected Jav elinasitsme-
dium range anti-armour weapon, at
acost of NZ$22 mil lion.

A direct fire support weapon
seeks to procure 40mm automatic
grenade launchers complete with
tacti cal firecontrol units, plus sup-
porting systems, at acost of NZ$15
mil lion. The RFP was con ducted in
April andeva uationof proposalsis
ex pectedinMarch, withcompletion
by March 2006.

G-A flies
Predator B

SAN DIEGO - Genera Atomics
Aeronauti cal Systemssaysthefirst
pre-production ver sion of the Pred a
tor B hasflown.

Pred ator B pro vides quick- tran
sit, long-endurance flights in sup-
port of intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissanceandweaponsdeliv-
erymissions.

Predator B incorporates a wider
fuselage to house additional fud,
en abling it to fly for over 30 hours
whilecar ry ing over 3,000 Ibsof ex-
ternal and 800 lbs of internal pay-
loads for a totd gross take-off
weight of 10,000 Ibs.

Predator B, capableof operations
above 50,000 ft, uses a Honeywell
turbo-prop engine, larger sensor
package and increased wingspan
over that of the MQ-1 Predator.
Genera Atomics has aso invested
inthedevel opmentof sisterair craft.

N7y
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DCP: Mediaconfer ence,page 1

(CANBERRA - In hisme dia con
fer ence, Defence Minister Robert
Hill emphasised full Ser vice sup
port by beingaccompaniedbythe
Chief of the De fence Force, Gen
eral Peter Cosgrove (aswell asthe
Secretary, whoremainedsi lent)
and Ser vice Chiefs. He put the fe
cusstrongly on equip ment.

Hill talked up the tanks for the
Army, theair war faredestroyers
for the Navy and made some op tF
mistic assumptionsabout wherethe
RAAF’sHor netswill be seven
years from now, when he spoke of
withdrawingthe RAAF'sF-111
bombers. Sotto voce, the RAAF
rather qual i fiedthisopti mism.

For the Army’ stanks, Hill spoke
of the” theimpor tant rolethat
tanks have played inthe protection
of forces on the ground” .

Hedrew at ten tion also to moves
that* toaccel er atenetworkingof
Armycommuni cationsprocesses,
identi fi cationof vehi clesandthe
like’ ,whichtheCanberramedia
failedtofol low up. How ever, they
will play animpor tant partinthe
ADF’ smoveto net work centric
war fare, aDefencespokeswoman

Yes, Miniger —and three bags full

said, and avoidingthelikeli hood of
blue-on-bluecasualties.

Some of theme dia also at
tempted to seethedeci sion to buy
SM2s for four FFGs and new air
war faredestroyers, probablywith
Aegissystems, asanational mis
siledefence. Hill was quick to hose
that down, say ing the threat was
“long-range missileslaunched
fromtheair” and the pur poseto
protect convoysthatin cludethe
troop-carrying sup ply shipsthat
arealso on the shop ping list.

Chief of Navy, Vice-Admiral
Chris Ritchie, let the minister do
ing the talk ing but he was quick to
deny that sup port shipsin the
60,000t cat egory wereintended.
“Morelike20,” hemut tered.

The plansto re place thejinxed
oiler HMASWestraliaare much
moremod est. “ We' regoing to buy
one[tanker] onthemar ket but one
thatnever theless meets the new en-
vi ronmental standardsandwewill
thenrefitthatin Australia,” he
said. “ Whilethat will re placethe
West ralia, it waslessthan what

wasorigi nallyintended and there'll
besomesavings.”

“ Environmental standards’
hopefully means double-hulled—a
bigconsider ationwhenoper ational
ar easincludetheBar rier and other
coral reefs.

Hill ismaintaininghisopti mism
that all will go smoothly for the
RAAF: “ We are on the path to-
wards the Joint Srike Fighter
whichwill beour princi pal combat
air craft in due course,” he said.
“We are out [to] ten der at the mo-
ment for new tanker air craft and
our AEW& C air craft arebeing pro-
duced.”

What Hill didn’t say, however,is
that the fu ture of the JSF is till
clouded; that tryingtousethe
F/A-18s for long-distance strike,
will mean that five 767-type tank ers
arepainfullyinadequate; andfait
ing to pick up thetwo ex tra op tions
on the Wedgetail fleet will, if a
threat de vel ops, leave our north
westassetspainfullyvul ner able.

To next page

Virgin hiresin
Aust and NZ

BRrissANE - Vir gin Blue has ap
pointed John Bartlett, former GM
Airlines for the Civil AviationAu
thority in New Zedland, as its new
head of safety systems. Hereplaces
BruceBy ron, whoistobecomeCEO
of the Australian Civil Aviation
Safety Authority.

Beforejoiningthe CAA, Bart lett
worked for 15 years with Anset
New Zealand, including a spdl as
FlightOperationsManager.

TheappointmentcomesasVirgin
subsidiary, Pacific Blue, preparesto
begin  direct services from
Christchurch, first to Brisbane at the
end of February and then to Mel -
bourne, on March 4.

Pacific Blue says it will use
“bright red, brand new Boeing

737-800s” with 180 “leather” seats
pitched to 32in or more and con ces
sion faresfor thelaunch period.

Tony Marks, CEO of Origin Pa-
cific Air waysand for merly with Air
New Zealand, will head Pacific
Blue. Tony Parrish becomes flight
operations manager, Bob Mahon
flight stan dards man ager, Peter Mor-
ganengi neeringmanagerand John
Hughes manager, finance and ad-
ministration.

=
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From previouspage

Laying up two minehunters, in
thepresentsituationisprobably
per missi ble, providingtheycanbe
brought into ser vice quickly. But
given morethan one minethreat
around our coast, a wiser course
would beto op er atethemat low
tempo asreserveunits.

Inhiscomments, General
Cosgrovebur ied something of a
barb. After acoupleof plati tudes,
he said: “ We—the De part ment and
the ADF — have got a lot of work to
do now to just fill in those gaps that
Gov ern ment has sent usaway to
continuetoworkwithand we'll do
that with out delay. ... | just want
to stress that we're very happy in-
deed with the out come.”

TheChief of Army, Lieutenant
General Peter Leahy, emphasised
“the combined armsap proach—in
fantry,ar mour, artillery,engineers
and Armyavi ationinconcert with
other e ementsand the Air Force,
pro vide a solid force that can pro-

tect and sup port each other” .

“We seethat Army will bere-
quired to engageinclosecombat
andour appreci ationisthat the
best way to do that iswith a bal-
anced com bined armed force,” he
added. “ Thetank providesbal ance
within that force.”

When questioned on costs, Hill
skated on fairly thinice, giving pro
cure ment a heft nudge to theright,
in time terms:

“Wedevel opedthisprojectona
bud get-neutral basis. . . Because
only seven years of the 10 yearsre
main, we' vetaken it out anextra
three years. So the new DCP when
it'sreleased will befor a 10-year
block, start ing from this year.

“ And with the sav ingsthat we
we're able to make and with some
movement of projectswecan
achievethese out comeswithin that
budget.”

The Chief of Air Force, Air Mar-
shal AngusHoustonwasasked:
“What are your own thoughts
about this pros pect of a gap operr

ing up beforethear rival of the
JS=

Hisreply: “ Therewill beno
gap. Essentiallythe F-111 will
not bewith drawn until suchtime
aswe vefully up graded the
F/A-18. We [will] have the much
morecapabletankers. We[will]
have the AEW& C. We ve up-
graded our weap ons.

“TheF/A-18will becapable
of drop ping not only la ser guided
preci sionmu ni tionsbut also sat
el liteguidedpreci sionmunitions
andwill alsobecapableof deliv
er ingafol low-on, stand-off
weapon, which will also befit ted
tothe AP3C.”

Later Houstonmodi fied that
optimistsic stance—discrestly.
Herepliedtoalater question:
“What will dictatetheretirement
of the F-111 will be the achieve
ment of asuit ablecapahil ityto
replacethe F-111. Now wethink
that will be somewherefrom2010
onwards.” Fingerscrossed, Air
Mar shal? —John Stackhouse

CANBERRA — Saab Systeams
Australiahasjoined thelo cal Tenix
and France's Sagem team to meet
the JP129 requirement to provide
tactical, brigade-level, UAV sys
tems, to bein ser vicewith the Aus.
tralian Army by 2007.

They are offering Sagem's
Sperwer tacti cal UAV (TUAV).

Saab Systems, the principal
owner of Aerosonde, has joined to
of fer adual-platform system.

Sagem, with a presence in 20
countries, is the leading European
UAV supplier.

Tenix Defence will act as the
principal Audralian subcontractor
and pro videarange of ser vicesdur
ingtheacqui si tionandthrough life
sup port phasesof theproject.

Sperwer has been sold to five Eu-
ropeanar mies, Canadaand NATO.

The Sperwer system aims at tac-
tical surveillance, reconnaissance
and targeting and offers 200 km
range, six hours endurance, auto

Saab sgnsup for Tenix TUAV

matic catar .
pult launch
and para
chute land
ing on
unprepared
ground.
Compre
hensive mis
sion
planning ad
monitoring,

=

effective
electro-opti
ca day and
night sen sors
and arange of other sen sors are of
fered.

Sperwer can be fully integrated
into the ADF' s C4l systemsandin
formationarchitecture.

Saab Systems has extensive ex
peri enceinsystemsintegrationand
land war farethroughthebat tlefield
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A con tender for the USMarinesisBell’s
tilt-rotor, seen here in a fullscale prototype

command support system (BCSS)
used by the Australian Army.

Aerosonde is the developer of
Australia sAerosonde UAV, which
has been successfully deployed on
military oper ations. TheAerosonde
UAV complements the Sperwer
withits 30-hour en dur anceand low
observability.

Bell irmage



CANBERRA—AustraIiaiscon
sider ingthreemainbat tletank
(MBT) typesto re place the Leop-
ard 1s, now sadly ob sol ete.
e The M1 Abrams isthe named
after thelateGeneral Creighton
Abrams. More than 8,800 M1 and
M1A1 tanks were pro duced for the
USArmy and Marine Corps,
Egypt, Saudi Arabiaand Kuwait.
Threever Sonsarein ser vice—
theorigi nal M1model, dating
fromthe 1980s, and two newer
M1A1 and M1A2. The M1A1 se-
ries, pro duced from 1985 through
1993, re placed the M1's 105mm
main gun with a 120mm gun and
other enhancements,includingim
proved suspension,anewtur ret,
increased ar mour and NCB pro-
tection.

configura
tion. The
Armyisalso
modifyingthe
M1A2 to en-
hanceitsdig-
i tal command
and control
capabilities
and to add
thesecond
generation
(FLIR)
sights.
Weight:
60-68 tonnes,
dependingon configuration.Main
ar mamentise ther a105mm or
Rhein- Metall 120mm smooth-bore

USMarine Abramtankin Shoal Bay ex er cise

Textron gastur bine en gine cou pled
to an Allison hydrokenetic trans-
mission with four for ward and two

TheUSArmyisupgrading
about 1000 M1 tanks to the M1A2

gun.

Power-plant: 1500hp Lycoming

reversegears. Thetactical cruising
rangeisap proxi mately 275 miles.

1

s

Thesuccessor totheLeopard 1. Avari ety of
upgradeprogramsandoptionsareavail able.
TheseincludetheAtlasdigi tal commandand
infor mationsystem. Anewsmoothboregun,
the 120 milli metre L55 Gun, has been

devel oped by Rheinmetall GmbH of Ratingen,
Ger many. Leopard2isoper atinginat|east
sevencountries

It hasa crew of four, a com bat weight of
55.15tonnes. Theen gineisa 1500-hp die sel
with a cruising range of 550kmn. Max i mum
road speed is 72 kmh; off road, 45 kmh.
Themaxi mumaimed rangeis 3,500m.

Challenger 2 MBT
Hull and auto motive partsare based on
Chal lenger 1. Thetur ret of Chal lenger 2is
atotally newdesign. Ar mour isChobham.
Mainar mament isa Royal Ord nance 120
mmri fled tank gun, desig nated the L30. It
alsoin cor poratesa7.62 mmchaingun.
TheChal lenger 2’ sfirecontrol systemis
animproved ver sion of that inthe M1A1
Abramstank. Crew of 4, com bat weight of
62.5 t. Max road speed 56 knmvh and range
of 250 kmcross coun try and 450 kmon
road. Rolls-Royce Perkins Con dor CV12
1200bhp.
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FoRT WORTH - Flight Interna
tional saysinter national “ part
ners’ inthe JSF project have been
“struggling” toachievepromised
industrial goalsfromtheir par tict
pationinthehugeF-35program.
The UK mag azinesaysLockheed
Martinmay sign up ad di tional
sourcesfor existingcontracts to
competefor productionwork.
“This'second-sourcing’ strat egy
istoimproveworkshareprospects
for national part nersstill seekingto
recoup a combined $4.5bil lionin
vest ment dur ing the F-35' s 10-year
devel opmentphase,” Flight says.
The con cept isbased on predie
tionsthat futureor dersfor F-35s
will exceedthe productioncapacity
of theexisting contractor base, says
Lockheed Mar tin F-35 programme
man ager Tom Burbage.
Manufacturingcapacityisnow
being opti misedfor theUS'UK or-
der for al most2,600air craft, but
doublethat fig ureisex pected in

worldwidesales. Several partner
nations — includingAustralia, Can-
ada, Denmark, It aly, the Neth er
lands, Nor way and Tur key—are
ex pected to place or ders, and more
couldfol low.

Mi chael Consentino, Lockheed
Mar tininter national programmes
director, saysthecompanyfavours
non-US suppli ersinsomear eas.

Tanker axe
threat to JSF

N EW YORK — Lockheed Mar tin
fearsits Joint Strike Fighter pro-
gram may face cuts as new defence
programsthreatenrisingfederal
budgetdefi cits.

Bloomberg saysanalystscut
their Lockheed rat ingsin Sep tem
ber on con cernsthat the United
Satescouldreducespending for

Promises, promiseson JSF program

largedefenceprograms, al though
Lockheed saysitisn't aware of
any threat to JS- fund ing.

TheAir Force sacqui sition
chief Marvin Sambur says said a
planto pur chase 80 Boeing 767
tankersandlease20others
would add $8.4 bil lion to the ser-
vice' slong-rangebud get.

“1 don't think there' san im mu-
nity to thispro gramor any other
program re ativetoover all con
sider ationsinthebud get,” said
LockheedMar tin’ spresi dent.

“ Theser vices, the Air Force,
theMarine Corps, sup port the
program,theinter national par tic
i pantssup porttheprogram.”

Thefederal budget shortfall
wasarecord $374 bil lionlast
year and the White House' s Of fice
of Management and Bud get pro-
jectsit will reach $475 bil lionin
thelat estfiscal year.

W edgetail
powersup

ST LOUIS — Boeinghasinstalled
and tested the power systemon the
first 737 AEW&C Wedgetail plat -
formahead of sched ule.

Thisisamajor stepinthemodi fi-
cationef fortleadingtothefirst ar
worthiness flight of the aircraft
scheduled for first quar ter 2004.

Crewstestedtheair craft’ selectri-
ca power generating system
(EPGS), using GPUs.

Air Vice Mar shal Nor man Gray,
head of Austraia's Airborne Sur-
veillance and Control Division, is
pleased with the progress the
Wedgetail project hasachieved.

The first Wedgetail will be used
for theair wor thi nessflight test pro-
gram, whilethesec ond air craft, also
undergoingmaodifi cationsinSeattle,
will beused to test theair borne mis-
sionsystembeginningin 2004.

Over the next sev eral months, test

equipment will be installed along
withtheradar systemequip ment.

AIM-9X passes
itstest program

ELMENDORF AFB — The US
Navy says the AIM-9X Sidewinder
missile, has reached initid opera
tional capabil ity (I0C). The1lthAir
Force, EImendorf AFB, Alaskaisits
firstoperational unit.

counter measure(IRCM) resistance
and jet vane control for extremely
agileturningperformance.

AIM-9X scored an unprece
dented 18 successes in 19 guided
missilefiringsduringdevel opment.

Air Indiato
split big order

NEW DELHI — Air In diaplans to
buy amix of 28 air craft from Airbus

The AIM-9X I0OC is met when a and Boeinginadeal esti matedto be

unit istrained and equipped with ad
equate missiles for each of its pri-
mary aircraft assigned and Al
appropriate  support  equipment,
spares and publications have been
successfullydelivered.

The USN says AIM-9X “changes
therulesof air com bat for ever”.

The latest Sidewinder incorpe
ratesafifth-generation, star ingfocal
plane ar ray (FPA) seeker for ro bust
guidance performance, infrared
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worth US$2.21 bil lion.

Air India will buy 10 Airbus
A340s for its long-range require
ments and 18 Boeing 737-800s for
the short-haul routes.

The aircraft will be pow ered by
CFM International.

The plan needs the approval of
the Indian government before Air
Indiacan placetheor ders.

The A340s seat more than 250
and the 737scarry 160.



